
Saint Paul’S EPiScoPal church

Ash WednesdAy

wednesday, february 22, 2023
seven o’clock in the evening



Welcome to Saint Paul's Church
Whatever brings you here, and whoever you are,  

we are glad you are here. 

First time Worshipping at st. paul's?
Are you new to St. Paul's or the surrounding area? Let us know by filling out a 
Welcome Card located in the pew rack, and we will connect with you. We also have 
a Welcome Table you can visit following the service in the Gathering Space of the 

Parish House.

restrooms

Restrooms are located in the Parish House.

nursery

Nursery is open from 8:50 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Covid saFety

St. Paul’s is committed to creating a safe and welcoming environment for everyone 
who enters our building and grounds. You can read more about our safety protocol, 
including for children and our response if there is a COVID exposure at St. Paul’s, 

on our website at www.stpaulsrva.org/covidsafety.

ContaCt the Clergy

The St. Paul's clergy are eager to hear from you if you have questions, concerns, or a 
pastoral emergency. Contact can be made by phoning the church at 804.643.3589. 
The church office hours are Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 

Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Family spaCe in the sanCtuary

Young ones need to be able to see and experience worship. Our ushers will be happy 
to direct you to our Family Space at the front of the church where you will find 
picture books, paper and crayons, and small hand-held  toys. We also have  Worship 
Bags as you enter the church that contain Children’s Bulletins, paper and crayons.  
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––––––––The enTrAnce riTe––––––––
organ voluntary  

O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde gross, BWV 622 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

The people stand as the clergy enter the chancel.

the ColleCt oF the day

Presider   The Lord be with you.
People    And also with you. 
Presider   Let us pray.  

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who 
are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins 

and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and  
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

The people are seated.

––––––––The Liturgy of the Word––––––––
the First reading Joel 2:1-2,12-13

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near— a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds 

and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like 
has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come. Yet even now, says the Lord, return 
to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your 
clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, and relents from punishing.

Silence is kept.

Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People        Thanks be to God.
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the gradual: 103:8-14  Benedic, anima mea chant: Kellow J. Pye (1812-1901)
The Psalm is sung by the choir

8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *
     slow to anger and of great kindness.
9 He will not always accuse us, *
     nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
     nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
     so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
12 As far as the east is from the west, *
     so far has he removed our sins from us. 
13 As a father cares for his children, *
     so does the Lord care for those who fear him.
14 For he himself knows whereof we are made; *
     he remembers that we are but dust. 

the seCond reading 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. As we work together 

with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, "At an acceptable time I 
have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you." See, now is the acceptable time; see, now 
is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our 
ministry, but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with 
the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and 
good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, 
and see-- we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

Silence is kept.

Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People        Thanks be to God.
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hymn 

Text: Claudia Frances Hernaman (1838-1898)
Music:  St. Flavian, melody from Day’s Psalter, 1562; 
 adapt, and harm. Richard Redhead (1820-1901) 

the holy gospel         Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People         Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have 
no reward from your Father in heaven. "So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before 

you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly 
I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. "And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. "And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like 
the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting 
may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves 
break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."

Gospeller  The Gospel of the Lord.
People         Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The homily  The Rev'd Charles Dupree, D.Min., Rector
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an invitation to the observanCe oF a holy lent

The People stand. The Presider invites the people to the observance of a holy Lent, saying

Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and 
resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence and 

fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It 
was also a time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been separated from the body of the faithful 
were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole 
congregation was put in mind of the message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and 
of the need which all Christians continually have to renew their repentance and faith. 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and 
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word. And, to make 
a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us now kneel before the Lord, our maker 
and redeemer.

Silence is then kept for a time, all kneeling.

the imposition oF ashes

The Presider says

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth: Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign 
of our mortality and penitence, that we may remember that it is only by your gracious gift that we are given 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Those wishing to receive the imposition of ashes are invited to come to the altar rail.

psalm 51  Miserere mei, Deus chant: James Frazier (b. 1947)
During the imposition of ashes the Psalm is chanted by the choir.

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your lovingkindness; *
     in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness *
     and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I know my transgressions, *
      and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you only have I sinned *
      and done what is evil in your sight.
5 And so you are justified when you speak *
      and upright in your judgment.
6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, *
      a sinner from my mother’s womb.
7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, *
      and will make me understand wisdom secretly.
8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; *
      wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.
9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, *
      that the body you have broken may rejoice.
10 Hide your face from my sins *
      and blot out all my iniquities.
11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, *
      and renew a right spirit within me.
12 Cast me not away from your presence *
      and take not your holy Spirit from me.
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13 Give me the joy of your saving help again *
      and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
14 I shall teach your ways to the wicked, *
      and sinners shall return to you.
15 Deliver me from death, O God, *
      and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, O God of my salvation.
16 Open my lips, O Lord, *
      and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
17 Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice; *
      but you take no delight in burnt-offerings.
18 The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; *
      a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

litany oF penitenCe

The Leader and people together, all kneeling

Most merCiFul god:
We confess to you and to one another,

and to the whole communion of saints
in heaven and on earth,
that we have sinned by our own fault
in thought, word, and deed;
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

The Leader continues

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, Lord.

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us.  
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  
We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, Lord.

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us,
We confess to you, Lord.

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done:  
for our blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,
Accept our repentance, Lord.
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For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors,  
and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,
Accept our repentance, Lord.

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
Accept our repentance, Lord.

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us; 
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,
That we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord,
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

The Presider, stands and, facing the people, says

Almighty God, who desires not the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness 
and live, has given power and commandment to his ministers to declare and pronounce to his people, 

being penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins. He pardons and absolves all those who truly 
repent, and with sincere hearts believe his holy Gospel.

Therefore we beseech him to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him 
which we do on this day, and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy, so that at the last we 
may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

the peaCe

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WelCome and announCements

––––––––The holy communion––––––––
anthem at the oFFertory

Lord, for thy tender mercy's sake,
lay not our sins to our charge,
but forgive that is past,
and give us grace to amend our sinful lives.
To decline from sin and incline to virtue,
that we may walk in a perfect heart before thee,
now and evermore. Amen.

Text:  Lidley’s Prayers, 1566
Music:  attrib. Richard Farrant (1530-1580)
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the great thanksgiving Enriching Our Worship, Eucharistic Prayer 1
The people stand.

Presider The Lord be with you.   
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The Presider continues

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed 
us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of 
life.

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,  
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

sanCtus and benediCtus

Continued on the following page.



The people stand or kneel as the Presider continues.

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image and 
called us to dwell in your infinite love.

You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the 
world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never 
ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained 
us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, 
you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, 
he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of 
freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

10

Text: Mass Ordinary, Fifth century
Music:  From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (1937-2010)  
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
The people say with the Presider.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Presider continues

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. 
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share 
these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting 
heritage of your daughters and sons, that with Paul, and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may 
praise your Name for ever.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to Jesus in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under 
your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Mary, Paul, and all your saints, we may enter 
the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 
praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,     

    thy kingdom come,        
    thy will be done,       
           on earth as it is in heaven.                      
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,    
  as we forgive those           
   who trespass against us.        
And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom,   
 and the power, and the glory,         
 for ever and ever. Amen.      

the breaking oF the bread

The Presider breaks the bread followed by silence. 

Presider Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
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agnus dei

the invitation to the table and holy Communion

Everyone is invited to receive Holy Communion. An usher will signal when you can go forward. If you are unable to come forward, but 
desire Communion, please notify an usher and Communion will be brought to you in your pew. Receive the bread from the priest, and then 
either drink from the cup, or take an individual serving of wine. If, for whatever reason, you do not wish to receive, you are invited to come 
forward for a prayer; please indicate your desire for this by crossing your arms across your chest. If you would like healing prayer, please come 
to the station to the left of the pulpit where clergy will be offering prayers. 

Text: Mass Ordinary, Thirteenth century
Music:  From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (1937-2010)  
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anthem at Communion

Call to remembrance, O Lord,
Thy tender mercies
and Thy loving kindness,
which hath been ever of old,
O remember not the sins and offences of my youth:
but according to Thy mercy
think Thou on me, O Lord,
for Thy goodness.

Text:  Psalm 25:5-6
Music:  Richard Farrant (1530-1580)

hymn

 

Text: John Donne (1573-1631)
Music:  Donne, melody and bass John Hilton (1599-1657), alt.; harm. Roy F. Kehl (1935-2011),  
 after Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987) 
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the postCommunion prayer

The people stand, saying together

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us 
with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 

earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

the blessing

the dismissal

The Presider gives the dismissal.

People  Thanks be to God! 

hymn   

Text: Latin, 6th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell (1862-1947), alt.
Music:  Erhalt uns, Herr, melody from Geistliche Leider, 1543;  
 harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

All depart in silence.
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expansive language and Creativity  
A Few Notes about Worship at St. Paul’s

St. Paul’s seeks to be a welcoming, open, and inclusive community that values creativity, beauty, and mystery. We try 
to reflect this mission in our worship so that those from various backgrounds and perspectives will feel at home. We 
also hope that our worship reflects both a respect and honoring of the traditions of the Anglican church, while also 
seeking to give voice to how God is speaking in our current contexts. We know that the words we say in worship have 
a profound effect on our imagination and our experiences of God. Here’s a bit of background.

Expansive Language: The Episcopal Church has developed many liturgies that use inclusive and expansive language. 
Expansive language is a way of incorporating multiple ways of imagining and speaking about God. It refers to the 
expanded use of metaphorical language for God and humans in new or unexpected and fresh ways. While we continue 
to value the beauty of our traditions and the importance of language, we recognize that all human language is limited. 
Expansive language seeks to incorporate as much of the diversity of language as possible to include all persons in  the 
liturgical expressions.

Our Music: Every effort is made at St. Paul’s to include music that speaks to the relevance and diversity of the world 
today. We draw from a variety of resources that include hymns ranging from the traditional, to spirituals, to those 
written specifically by female composers and poets. In choosing our music, we try to create a balance of music from 
our sacred traditions with music that reflects the diversity of the church today. In addition to Bach and Howells, we 
also intentionally seek out music that centers composers who are writing music today, particularly composers of color 
and female artists.

Our bulletin and recycling: Since we pull from as many as twenty-five sources, as well as write our own liturgical 
pieces (prayers, choral works, hymns, etc.), this bulletin serves as a way of capturing those elements and putting them 
into one place: your hands. Without a bulletin that is printed each week, we would not be able to be as creative. Plus, 
it would be confusing to those who are new to St. Paul’s. This bulletin is an instrument of hospitality that allows us, 
Sunday by Sunday, to welcome and embrace all who are searching for a church home and an authentic encounter with 
our awakened and active Lord. In an effort to conserve paper usage, we try to print only enough bulletins as are needed 
for each individual service. If you’d like to help us be good stewards, you can choose to share a bulletin or download a 
PDF. Each week, our bulletins are responsibly recycled.

If you have questions about our worship experience, or to find out how you can be involved in worship, please consult 
our Ministry Directory or reach out to one of the clergy. To learn more about the guiding beliefs of the Episcopal 
Church, visit https://www.episcopalchurch.org/what-we-believe/

All music printed by permission from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887).  
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887). 

All rights reserved.
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