
Saint Paul’S EPiScoPal church

The Second Sunday of advenT

sunday, december 4, 2022
ten o’clock in the morning



Welcome to Saint Paul's Church
Whatever brings you here, and whoever you are,  

we are glad you are here. 

First time Worshipping at st. paul's?
Are you new to St. Paul's or the surrounding area? Let us know by filling out a 
Welcome Card located in the pew rack, and we will connect with you. We also have 

a Welcome Table you can visit following the service in the Memorial Garden.

restrooms

Restrooms are located in the Parish House.

nursery

Nursery is open from 8:50 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Covid saFety

St. Paul’s is committed to creating a safe and welcoming environment for everyone 
who enters our building and grounds. You can read more about our safety protocol, 
including for children and our response if there is a COVID exposure at St. Paul’s, 

on our website at www.stpaulsrva.org/covidsafety.

ContaCt the Clergy

The St. Paul's clergy are eager to hear from you if you have questions, concerns, or a 
pastoral emergency. Contact can be made by phoning the church at 804.643.3589. 
The church office hours are Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 

Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Family spaCe in the sanCtuary & Children’s Chapel

Young ones need to be able to see and feel the worship experience. We have a space 
at the front right hand side of the church for young children and their parents (3 
families can comfortably distance in this space). Feel free to bring quiet items from 
home specifically for your child and not to be shared. If your child would like to 
participate in Children's Chapel (children three years old and above) during the 
sermon, they will be prompted to meet Linda Willis at the brass doors next to the 
Family Space. Worship activity bags are available in the Narthex (entrance to the 

church). Please return following the service.
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––––––––The enTrance riTe––––––––
organ voluntary  

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748)

hymn 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. composite; adapt. Charles P. Price (1920-1999)
Music:  Bereden väg för Herran, melody from Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697; 
 harm. Koralbok för Svenska Kyrkan, 1939, alt.

opening aCClamation

Presider  Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People        You have come to your people and set them free.

All say together the Collect for Purity.

Almighty god, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



4

lighting oF advent Wreath

One Voice  Today we light the second candle of our Advent Wreath.

Second Voice This candle is the candle of Peace. In the Bible we learn that Jesus will be called the Prince of Peace.  
     When the angels announce Jesus’ birth, they sing “Peace on Earth and good will to all people.”  
     Let us pray.

People        Dear God, we thank you for giving us peace through Jesus. As we are busy with our  
     preparations, help us to find peace in our hearts and home. Help us learn to live together  
     in peace as your beloved children. Amen.

One person lights the second blue candle.

hymn oF praise

the ColleCt oF the day

Presider  The Lord be with you.
People        And also with you.
Presider      Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for 
our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy 

the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

The people are seated.

Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944); para. of The First Song of Isaiah
Music:  Thomas Merton, Ray. W. Urwin (b. 1950)
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––––––––The LiTurgy of The Word––––––––
the First lesson Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of 
the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not 
judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 
and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall 
graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall 
play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt 
or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Silence is kept.

Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People        Thanks be to God.

the gradual: psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  Deus, judicium chant: Mode 1
The Refrain is sung by all, verses are sung by the choir.

1  Give the King your justice, O God, *
      and your righteousness to the King's Son;
2  That he may rule your people righteously *
      and the poor with justice;
3  That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
      and the little hills bring righteousness. Refrain

4  He shall defend the needy among the people; *
      he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
5  He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
      from one generation to another. Refrain

6  He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
      like showers that water the earth. Refrain

7  In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
      there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. Refrain

18  Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, *
      who alone does wondrous deeds!
19  And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! *
      and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen. Refrain

 

God shall come down like the rain.

 

In God's time shall the right eous- flour ish.-



Psalm 72

Charlie T. Dupree
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the seCond lesson Romans 15:4-10, 12-13

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and 
by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, 
therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a 
servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God, in order that he might confirm the promises given 
to the ancestors,  and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will 
confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with 
his people”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in 
him the gentiles shall hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Silence is kept.

Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People        Thanks be to God.
All are invited to participate in the Gospel procession, especially children. Simply follow the Gospel book around the church and stay in 
place for the Gospel reading. After the reading, the children are invited to attend Children’s Chapel. They will return to the church during 
the Peace.

hymn

Text: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt.
Music:  Psalm 42, melody and bass Claude Goudimel (1514-1572); harm. Hymnal 1982 

6



7

the holy gospel       Matthew 3:1-12

Gospeler  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People         Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” Now 
John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, and they 
were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after 
me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord.
People         Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The sermon  The Rev'd Rainey G. Dankel, Associate Rector for Parish Life

the niCene Creed

The people stand.

We believe in one god, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



the prayers oF the people

Presider Let us bring before God the desires and petitions of our hearts, praying for ourselves, our  
  families, our neighbors, and our world, saying: Blessed are you Lord God; you come to your  
  people and set us free.

Intercessor Grant your Church, O God of encouragement, to live in harmony with all who worship you, that  
  we may be a people of repentance and justice. Blessed are you Lord God;
People You come to your people and set us free.

Intercessor Grant to this nation, O God of peace, the will to defend the needy and poor and the courage to  
  work for an end to violence and war. Blessed are you Lord God;
People You come to your people and set us free.

Intercessor Grant to your creation, O God of faithfulness, the hope of renewal. May we who are stewards of  
  this earth live in peace with all you have created. Blessed are you Lord God;  
People You come to your people and set us free.  

Intercessor Grant to this city of Richmond, O God of righteousness, the compassion to lift up the  
  marginalized and offer prosperity to all in our community. Blessed are you Lord God;    
People You come to your people and set us free.  

Intercessor Grant to all who suffer, O God of steadfast love, an assurance of your abiding presence. May  
  your winnowing fork clear away the chaff of disease and despair. We pray especially for those  
  we name now. Blessed are you Lord God;
People You come to your people and set us free.  

Intercessor Grant to those who have died, O God of hope, eternal life in you. We pray especially for those we 
  name now. Blessed are you Lord God;
People You come to your people and set us free.  

Intercessor Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

The People may add their own petitions and thanksgivings.

Presider O God whose holy name defies our definition but whose will is known in freeing the oppressed:  
  Make us one with all who cry for healing and justice, that we who speak your praise may struggle  
  for your truth, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 
 People Amen.

ConFession and absolution

Presider   Let us confess our sins against God, self, planet, and neighbor.
The People stand or kneel.

People    God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our  
      lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have  
      created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on  
      our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may  
      abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

The Presider gives the absolution.
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the peaCe

The People stand.

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WelCome and announCements

––––––––The hoLy communion––––––––
anthem at the oFFertory

A tender shoot hath started  This shoot, Isaiah taught us,
up from a root of grace,   from Jesse’s root should spring,
as ancient seers imparted,   The Virgin Mary brought us
from Jesse’s holy race.   the branch of which we sing.
It blooms without blight,   Our God of endless might,
blooms in the cold bleak winter  gave her this child to save us,
turning darkness into light.  thus turning darkness into light.

Text:  Anonymous, 16th century, trans. William Bartholomew (1793–1867)
Music:  Otto Goldschmidt (1829-1907)

the great thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer 2, from Enriching Our Worship

The people stand.

The Presider continues

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time 
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, 

moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught 
us to walk in your ways. 

But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children,  
you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,  
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

Presider

Presider

Presider



sanCtus and benediCtus
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The people stand or kneel as the Presider continues.

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death 
and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she 

might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread 
with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the 
world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon 
the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was 
and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit 
over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, with Paul and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and 
nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 
praise, for ever and ever. 

Text: Mass Ordinary, Fifth century
Music:  Mary Beth Bennett (b. 1954) 

 

Ho ly,- Ho ly,- Ho ly- Lord,

 

God of pow er- and might, hea ven- and earth are full of your glo ry.-

 

Ho san- na- in the high est.- Bless ed- is he who comes in the name of the

 

Lord. Ho san- na,- Ho san- na- in the high est.-



Sanctus

Mary Beth Bennet
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The Presider continues

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,  Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo,
hallowed be thy Name,       santificado sea tu Nombre,     

    thy kingdom come,            venga tu reino,
    thy will be done,        hágase tu voluntad,    
           on earth as it is in heaven.                       en la tierra como en el cielo.
Give us this day our daily bread.   Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día.
And forgive us our trespasses,   Perdona nuestras ofensas, 
  as we forgive those         como también nosotros perdonamos   
   who trespass against us.        a los que nos ofenden.     
And lead us not into temptation,  No nos dejes caer en tentación
  but deliver us from evil.       y líbranos del mal.   
For thine is the kingdom,   Porque tuyo es el reino,
 and the power, and the glory,       tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,   
 for ever and ever. Amen.       ahora y por siempre. Amén.

the breaking oF the bread  
The Presider breaks the bread followed by silence.

FraCtion anthem

The Antiphon is sung by all, the verses are sung by the choir.  

the invitation to the table and holy Communion

Everyone is invited to receive Holy Communion. An usher will signal when you can go forward. If you are unable to come forward, but 
desire Communion, please notify an usher and Communion will be brought to you in your pew. Receive the bread from the priest, and then 
either drink from the cup, or take an individual serving of wine. If, for whatever reason, you do not wish to receive, you are invited to come 
forward for a prayer; please indicate your desire for this by crossing your arms across your chest. If you would like healing prayer, please come 
to the station to the left of the pulpit where clergy will be offering prayers. 

Text: drawn from John 6:51b, 33, 35, 51c
Music:  Mode 1 melody, adapt. Mason Martens (1933-1991) 
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anthem at Communion

There is no rose of such virtue
As is the rose that bare Jesu;
Alleluia.

For in this rose contained was
Heaven and earth in little space;
Res miranda. (A wonderful thing)

By that rose we may well see
That he is God in persons three,
Pares forma. (Of the same form)

The angels sungen the shepherds to:
Gloria in excelsis deo: (Glory to God on high)
Gaudeamus. (Let us rejoice)

Leave we all this worldly mirth,
And follow we this joyful birth;
Transeamus. (Let us go)

Text:  15th century English Carol
Music:  Jessica Nelson (b. 1983)

taizé Chant

Text: Isaiah 40, Philippians 4, Matthew 6-7
Music:  Wait for the Lord, Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) 
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Commissioning oF euCharistiC visitors

The people stand.

Presider In the name of God and of this congregation, we send you forth to share communion with N.,  
  who cannot be present at this table. 
People  We who are many are one because we all share one bread and one cup.  
  Our prayers are with you. Go in peace. 

the postCommunion prayer

The people say together.

God oF abundanCe, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us 
with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 

earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

the blessing

Presider  Go into the world to find your voice.
People        Listening to what God will do.

Presider  Go into the world to find each other.
People        Reaching out when we need support.

Presider  Go into the world to be amazed.
People        Knowing that God is always with us.
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Text: James Montgomery (1771-1854); para. of Psalm 72
Music:  Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein, German folk song; adapt. and harm. A Student’s Hymnal,  
 1923, after Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941) 

hymn



All music printed by permission from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887).  
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887). 

All rights reserved.
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the dismissal

Presider  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God!

organ voluntary 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

Those interested in the St. Paul's History Tour are invited to gather at the baptismal font immediately 
following the service.



––––––––ParTiciPanTS––––––––
Clergy

The Rev'd Charles Dupree, D.Min., Rector 
The Rev'd Rainey G. Dankel, Associate Rector for Parish Life 

The Rev'd Gwynn Crichton, Associate Rector for Pastoral Care

Musicians

Christopher Reynolds, D.M.A., Director of Music & Organist 
Crystal Jonkman, Music Associate 

The Saint Paul's Choir

Advent Wreath Lighting

Jonathan, Emily, Demmi, and Augie Huss

Lectors

Edie Patterson 
Christie Montgomery

Intercessor

Janet Edmundson

Acolytes

Isabelle Cresswell 
Peter Huff 

Phyllis James, Mentor

Lay Eucharistic Ministers

Ginny Campbell 
Cynthia Ellis 

Michelle Walker 
Christopher West

Eucharistic Visitors

Miriam Farris 
Sally Ray Griffith 
Celia Luxmoore 
Pamela Smith

Altar Guild

Lynn Blankman, Chris Lowry, Louisa Sirles, Joyce Smith, Sandra Whitfield;  
Deborah Love Yoder, chair


