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A Service of Advent 
Lessons and Carols

sunday, december 5, 2021
five o’clock in the evening



About the Season of Advent

The ancient people of God, the Jews, looked forward to the coming of God’s Kingdom, when there would 
be a new order of justice and righteousness. The early Church saw that the Kingdom had been anticipated 

and experienced through the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, but still prayed ‘Thy Kingdom come,’ looking 
forward to a second coming and the final consummation of all things.

The History of this Liturgy

In 1934, sixteen years after he had introduced to King’s College, Cambridge the Festival of Lessons and Carols 
for Christmas Eve, Dean Eric Milner-White, composed a further service, a Procession with Carols upon 

Advent Sunday. This move was brought about by his concern for more imaginative forms of worship.  The new 
service was so well suited to the Chapel that Lydia Lopokova (ballerina and wife of  John Maynard Keynes, then 
of King’s) commented ‘Now we know why the Dean is such a lover of ballet: he is the best choreographer of us all.’  
Milner-White wrote of it: “In the old English liturgies, the Advent Offices made a preparation for the coming 
of our Lord to this earth far more vivid and eager than those of our present Prayer book. The purpose of the 
service is not to celebrate Christmas, but to expect it.”

Tonight’s Service

While we are not processing this evening, the liturgy alternates lessons from the Old and the New 
Testaments with carols and hymns, finally climaxing in St. Matthew’s Gospel, in which the angel brings 

the news that Mary will bring forth a son, “and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, 
God with us.” The service ends with the Vesper Responsory; the good news of the Advent of the Messiah has 
now been proclaimed, and all have heard the promise: “Ye shall see the salvation of the Lord.”
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Organ VOluntary 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Matin respOnsOry music: Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525-1594) 
text: Matin Respond for Advent Sunday

The people stand.

CarOl  

The refrain is sung by all, the verses are sung by the choir

Come, thou Redeemer of the earth,  From God the Father he proceeds, 
And manifest thy virgin birth:   To God the Father back he speeds; 

Let ev’ry age adoring fall;    His course he runs to death and hell,  
Such birth befits the God of all.   Returning on God’s throne to dwell. 

Begotten of no human will,    O equal to thy Father, thou! 
But of the Spirit thou art still.    Gird on thy fleshly mantle now; 
The Word of God in flesh arrayed,   The weakness of our mortal state;  
the promised fruit to man displayed.   With deathless might invigorate. 

The virgin womb that burden gained,   Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, 
With virgin honour all unstained;   And darkness breathe a newer light, 
The banners there of virtue glow;   Where endless faith shall shine serene,  
God in his temple dwells below.   And twilight never intervene. 

Forth from his chamber goeth he,   All laud eternal Son to thee, 
That royal home of purity.    Whose advent sets thy people free. 
A giant in twofold substance one,   Whom with the Father we adore, 
Rejoicing now his course to run.   and Holy Ghost for evermore. Amen.

I look from afar:  
and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth.  

Go ye out to meet him and say:  
 Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?  
 High and low, rich and poor, one with another,  
Go ye out to meet him and say:  
 Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep,  
 Tell us, art thou he that should come?  
Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel.  
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

 

O come, O come,Em man- u- el,- and ran som- cap tive- Is ra- el.-

 

Re joice!- Re joice!- Em man- u- el,- shallcome to thee, O Is ra- el.-



Advent Processional



                

                 

music: Donald Pearson (b. 1949) 
text: St. Ambrose (340-397), tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866)
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the Bidding prayer

The officiant says

Beloved in Christ, as we prepare this Advent to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child, let us hear again 
in the words of the Scriptures the story of God’s loving purpose in our creation and redemption. Let us 

bring to mind the goodness of God in calling the creation into his light; his mercy in Christ Jesus in drawing 
us from the darkness of sin; and his grace to us and to all sinners in summoning us by his Holy Spirit, as the 
dawn of his kingdom breaks upon us.

But first let us pray for ourselves and all people, acknowledging before God our sins and the sins of the 
world, bringing before him our needs and the needs of those for whom our Lord Jesus Christ had a special 
care, when in great humility he lived amongst us: the poor, the bereaved, the sick, the outcast and those who 
are without hope of the coming of God’s kingdom. As we look for the dawning of the light of God’s rule on 
earth, let us commend ourselves and the world to the love of our Savior Jesus Christ and to the power of his 
redeeming Spirit, in the words he himself taught us to say: 

Our Father, whO art in heaVen, 
hallowed be thy Name,      

    thy kingdom come,       
    thy will be done,       
           on earth as it is in heaven.             
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those       
   who trespass against us.        
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.     
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,     
 for ever and ever. Amen.

The officiant continues

The Almighty God bless us with his grace;  
Christ give us the joys of everlasting life;  

and unto the fellowship of the citizens above  
may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.
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CarOl  

music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.;  
adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890); acc. Richard Proulx (1937-2010) 
text: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt.

antheM music: Paul Manz (1919-2009) 
text: Revelation 22; adapt. Ruth Manz (1919-2008)

Peace be to you and grace from him  Sing holy, holy to our Lord,
Who freed us from our sins,   The Lord, Almighty God,

Who loved us all and shed his blood   Who was and is and is to come;
That we might saved be.    Sing holy, holy, Lord!

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein,  E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come,
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below,   And night shall be no more;
For Christ is coming, is coming soon,   They need no light nor lamp nor sun,
For Christ is coming soon!    For Christ will be their All!
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Lessons and Carols
The people remain seated during the readings and anthems, and stand for the hymns.

the First lessOn Genesis 3:1-15

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God say, `You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to 

the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, `You shall not eat of the fruit 
of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said 
to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that 
it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; 
and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But 
the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to 
the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The 
LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among 
all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat  all the days of your life. I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and 
you will strike his heel.” 

Lector  Here endeth the Lesson.

antheM music: Philip Ledger (1937-2012) 
text: 15th-century English

Adam lay ybounden,
 Bounden in a bond;

Four thousand winter,
    Thought he not too long.
And all was for an apple,
    An apple that he took.
As clerkes finden,
    Written in their book.
Ne had the apple taken been,
    The apple taken been,
Ne had never our ladie,
    Abeen heav’ne queen.
Blessed be the time
    That apple taken was,
Therefore we moun singen.
    Deo gratias!
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the seCOnd lessOn Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she 
has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for 

all her sins. A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What 
shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower 
fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower 
fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good 
tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to 
the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Lector  Here endeth the Lesson.

CarOl  

music: Psalm 42, melody and bass Claude Goudimel (1514-1572); harm. Hymnal 1982 
text: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt.
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the third lessOn Isaiah 7:10-15

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 
as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear 

then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 
name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good.

Lector  Here endeth the Lesson.

antheM music: Jessica Nelson (b. 1983) 
text: 15th-century English Carol

the FOurth lessOn Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 

them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more.

Lector  Here endeth the Lesson.

There is no rose of such virtue
As is the rose that bare Jesu;

Alleluia.

For in this rose contained was
Heaven and earth in little space;
Res miranda. (A wonderful thing)

By that rose we may well see
That he is God in persons three,
Pares forma. (Of the same form)

The angels sungen the shepherds to:
Gloria in excelsis deo: (Glory to God on high)
Gaudeamus. (Let us rejoice)

 Leave we all this worldly mirth,
And follow we this joyful birth;
Transeamus. (Let us go)
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CarOl 

the FiFth lessOn Micah 5:2-4

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he 

shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred 
shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends 
of the earth.

Lector  Here endeth the Lesson.

antheM music: Mark Sirett (b. 1952) 
text: Anonymous

music: Stuttgart, melody from Psalmodia Sacra, oder Andächtige und Schöne Gesange, 1715; 
adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt.; desc. Paul Halley (b. 1952) 
text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Thou shalt know him when he comes, 
Not by any din of drums,

Nor his manners, nor his airs,
Nor by anything he wears. 

Thou shalt know him when he comes,
Not by his crown or by his gown,
But his coming known shall be,
by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee.



the sixth lessOn  Zephaniah 3:14-18

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter 
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned away your enemies. The 

king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to 
Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a 
warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult 
over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear 
reproach for it.

Lector  Here endeth the Lesson.

CarOl 
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text: Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) 
music: Besançon Carol, harm. Martin Shaw (1875-1958)
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the seVenth lessOn  Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And 

he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, 
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.  

Lector  Here endeth the Lesson.

antheM music: Philip WJ Stopford (b. 1977) 
text: The Angelic Salutation

welCOMe and annOunCeMents

Ave MAriA, gratia plena, Dominus tecum; Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee;
benedicta tu in mulieribus,   blessed art thou among women,

et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus  and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei,   Holy Mary, Mother of God,
ora pro nobis peccatoribus,   pray for us sinners,
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen.  now and at the hour of our death. Amen.



antheM at the OFFertOry music: Howard Helvey (b. 1968) 
text: tr. John Brownlie (1857-1925)

The people stand

Vesper respOnsOry music: G. P. da Palestrina 
text: from the Vigil of the Nativity Office of Lauds

Cantor   Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed; 
Choir    Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.

Cantor   Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord. 
Choir    Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.

Cantor   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
Choir    Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.

the COlleCt

 
Officiant   Let us pray.

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly expectation of thy coming: Grant that we, who with joy 
receive thy only-begotten Son as our Redeemer, may without fear behold him when he shall come to 

be our Judge, even thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen.

the Blessing

Said by the Officiant

Open wide, O Lord, the gates of heaven and visit thy people in peace; send forth thy spirit from 
on high that their hearts may be uplifted unto thee; O Lord, who for our sake wast of a virgin born, 

make holy thy people and bless thine heritage; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and abide with you for ever. Amen.
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The King shall come when morning dawns Not, as of old, a little child, 
and light triumphant breaks;   to bear, and fight, and die, 

when beauty gilds the eastern hills   but crowned with glory like the sun 
and life to joy awakes.     that lights the morning sky.

The King shall come when morning dawns  and let the endless bliss begin, 
and earth’s dark night is past;    by weary saints foretold, 
O haste the rising of that morn,   when right shall triumph over wrong, 
the day that e’er shall last;    and truth shall be extolled.

The King shall come when morning dawns 
and light and beauty brings: 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy people pray, 
come quickly, King of kings.

Officiant    We wait for thy loving kindness, O Lord.

People      In the midst of thy temple.
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CarOl Helmsley

Organ VOluntary 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661  J. S. Bach

Front Cover - Icon of Our Lady of the New Advent painted by William McNichols (b. 1949)
All music printed by permission from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887).  

Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887). 
All rights reserved.

music: Helmsley, melody Thomas Augustine Arne (1710-1778);  
harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), alt.; desc. John Scott (1956-2015) 
text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
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Participants in the Service
Clergy

The Reverend Charles Dupree, D.Min., Rector 
The Reverend Gwynn Crichton, Associate Rector for Pastoral Care 
The Reverend Rainey G. Dankel, Associate Rector for Parish Life

Musicians

Dr. Christopher Reynolds, Director of Music and Organist 
Karen Harris, Assistant Director of Music 

The Saint Paul’s Choir

Lectors

Michelle Walker 
Cynthia Ellis 

Barbara Holley 
Ryon Sinclair 

Dr. Joseph James 
Pamela James

Acolyte

Brian Carr
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Christmas Services  
at Saint Paul’s

December 22 Longest Night Liturgy (Blue Christmas) at 6:00 p.m.

December 24 Holy Eucharist with Pageant at 4:00 p.m. 
  Festival Holy Eucharist at 7:00 p.m. 
  Candlelight Service with Holy Eucharist at 10:00 p.m.

December 25 Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.




