
Saint Paul’S EPiScoPal church

The Second Sunday of advenT

sunday, december 5, 2021
ten o’clock in the morning



Welcome to Saint Paul's Church
Whatever brings you here, and whoever you are,  

we are glad you are here. 

First time Worshipping at st. paul's?

Are you new to St. Paul's or the surrounding area? Let us know by filling out a 
Welcome Card located in the pew rack, and we will connect with you. We also have 

a Welcome Table you can visit following the service in the Memorial Garden.

restrooms

Restrooms are located in the Parish House.

Covid saFety

St. Paul’s is committed to creating a safe and welcoming environment for everyone 
who enters our building and grounds. You can read more about our safety protocol, 
including for children and our response if there is a COVID exposure at St. Paul’s, 

on our website at www.stpaulsrva.org/covidsafety.

ContaCt the Clergy

The St. Paul's clergy are eager to hear from you if you have questions, concerns, or a 
pastoral emergency. Contact can be made by phoning the church at 804.643.3589. 
The church office hours are Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 

Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Family spaCe in the sanCtuary & Children’s Chapel

Young ones need to be able to see and feel the worship experience. We have a space 
at the front right hand side of the church for young children and their parents (3 
families can comfortably distance in this space). Feel free to bring quiet items from 
home specifically for your child and not to be shared. If your child would like to 
participate in Children's Chapel (children three years old and above) during the 
sermon, they will be prompted to meet Linda Willis at the brass doors next to the 
Family Space. We will leave and return in time for Holy Communion. Worship 
activity bags are available in the Narthex (entrance to the church). Please return 

following the service.

sundays at st. paul's

Nursery is open from 8:50 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m. to 9:50 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School (3yrs – 5th grade) in Scott Hall

Family Group for parents and care-givers in the Family Room on the second floor
Youth Faith Formation (6th – 12th grade) in Youth Room on the second floor

10:00 a.m.
Service of Holy Eucharist in the church

11:15 a.m. (following service)
Social Hour with Ministry Spotlight in the Memorial Garden  

(learn more about the different ministries at St. Paul’s and visit our Welcome Table)
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holy euchariST 

organ voluntary  

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

hymn 

music: Bereden väg för Herran, melody from Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697;  
harm. Koralbok för Svenska Kyrkan, 1939, alt. 
text: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. composite; adapt. Charles P. Price (1920-1999)

opening aCClamation

Presider  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People        Glory to God for ever and ever.

All say together the Collect for Purity.

almighty god, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

lighting oF advent Wreath

One Voice  Today we light the second candle of our Advent Wreath.
One person lights the second blue candle.

Second Voice This candle is the candle of Peace. In the Bible we learn that Jesus will be called the Prince of Peace.  
     When the angels announce Jesus’ birth, they sing “Peace on Earth and good will to all people.”  
     Let us pray.

People        Dear God, we thank you for giving us peace through Jesus. As we are busy with our  
     preparations, help us to find peace in our hearts and home. Help us learn to live together  
     in peace as your beloved children. Amen.
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the ColleCt oF the day

Presider  The Lord be with you.
People        And also with you.
Presider      Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for 
our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy 

the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

The people are seated.

––––––––The liTurgy of The Word––––––––
the First reading Malachi 3:1-4

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is 

coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the 
Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days 
of old and as in former years.

Silence follows

Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People        Thanks be to God.

 

Peo ple,- look East. The time is near of the crown ing- of the year.

 

Make your house fair as you are a ble,- trim the hearth and set the ta ble.-

 

Peo ple,- look East and sing to day:- Love the guest is on the way.




People, look East







      
          

                   

                 

text: Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) 
music: Besançon Carol, harm. Martin Shaw (1875-1958)

hymn oF praise
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CantiCle 16  The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus Deus
The Canticle is read responsively by whole verse.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
 born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old,  
that he would save us from our enemies, *
 from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
 and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

Free to worship him without fear, *
 holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

To give his people knowledge of salvation *
 by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God *
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

the epistle reading Philippians 1:3-11

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for 
all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that 

the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right 
for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God's 
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is 
my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your 
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so 
that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

Silence follows

Lector   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People        Thanks be to God.

At the start of the following hymn the children are invited to go with Linda Willis for children’s worship. The children will return during 
the Peace.
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the holy gospel        Luke 3:1-6

Gospeler  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People         Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 

Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John 
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley 
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and 
the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"

Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord.
People         Praise to you, Lord Christ.

hymn

music: Psalm 42, melody and bass Claude Goudimel (1514-1572); harm. Hymnal 1982 
text: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt.
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The sermon  The Reverend Gwynn Crichton, Associate Rector for Pastoral Care

the niCene Creed

The people stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,

    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
         and was made man.
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
     he suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again
         in accordance with the Scriptures;
    he ascended into heaven
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
         and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
         and the life of the world to come. Amen.



the prayers oF the people

Presider God’s messengers call us to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. Let us center ourselves in  
  prayer as we lift before God our concerns for ourselves, our neighbors, and our world, saying:  
  Come Redeemer, make a way in the wilderness.

Intercessor We pray for God’s people throughout the world; for the Anglican Communion and the Diocese  
  of Virginia; for this parish and the faith communities of Richmond, and for all who speak God’s  
  message of hope and forgiveness. (In the silence, add your own prayers.) Come Redeemer,
People make a way in the wilderness.

Intercessor We pray for peace, for goodwill among nations, for  equitable sharing of the resources of the  
  earth, and for the well-being of all people. (In the silence, add your own prayers.) Come Redeemer,
People make a way in the wilderness.

Intercessor We pray for all who live in darkness, especially those among us who are poor, lonely, hungry,  
  bereaved, and those for whom prayers have been requested, including N. (In the silence, add your  
  own prayers.) Come Redeemer,      
People make a way in the wilderness.

Intercessor We pray for all who work to end suffering, especially scientists and medical workers who seek  
  prevention and healing during this pandemic, and for all who continue to serve your people  
  despite the dangers to themselves. (In the silence, add your own prayers.) Come Redeemer,
People make a way in the wilderness.

Intercessor We pray for all who have died in the peace of Christ and for all the departed, especially N.  
  (In the silence, add your own prayers.) Come Redeemer,
People make a way in the wilderness.

Intercessor I invite your intercessions and thanksgivings. (In the silence, add your own prayers.)
The people may add their own petitions. 

Presider Loving God, your compassion for us is boundless. Keep our hearts fixed on the joyful manifestation  
  of your love in the gift of Jesus Christ, in whose name we offer all our prayers. Amen.

The Presider continues

The Presider continues

Presider Let us confess our sins against God, self, neighbor, and planet.

The people stand or kneel.

People Have mercy upon us, most merciful God; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known  
  and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your spirit that we may  
  live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus  
  Christ our Lord. Amen.  
The Presider gives the absolution.

the peaCe

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WelCome and announCements

8
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––––––––The holy communion––––––––
anthem at the oFFertory music: Mark Sirett (b. 1952) 

text: Anonymous

the great thanksgiving

The people stand. 

Presider The Lord be with you.   
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The Presider continues

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time 
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, 

moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught 
us to walk in your ways. 

But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children,  
you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,  
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

sanCtus and BenediCtus 

Thou shalt know him when he comes, 
Not by any din of drums,

Nor his manners, nor his airs,
Nor by anything he wears. 

Thou shalt know him when he comes,
Not by his crown or by his gown,
But his coming known shall be,
by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee.

 

Ho ly,- ho ly,- ho ly- Lord, God of pow er- and might,

 

heav en- and earth are full of your glo ry.- Ho san- na- in the high est.-

 

Bless ed- is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

 

Ho san- na- in the high est,- ho san- na- in the high est.-



Land of Rest Sanctus







                 

     
                

                

     
              

 

Ho ly,- ho ly,- ho ly- Lord, God of pow er- and might,

 

heav en- and earth are full of your glo ry.- Ho san- na- in the high est.-

 

Bless ed- is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

 

Ho san- na- in the high est,- ho san- na- in the high est.-



Land of Rest Sanctus







                 

     
                

                

     
              

 

Ho ly,- ho ly,- ho ly- Lord, God of pow er- and might,

 

heav en- and earth are full of your glo ry.- Ho san- na- in the high est.-

 

Bless ed- is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

 

Ho san- na- in the high est,- ho san- na- in the high est.-



Land of Rest Sanctus







                 

     
                

                

     
              

 

Ho ly,- ho ly,- ho ly- Lord, God of pow er- and might,

 

heav en- and earth are full of your glo ry.- Ho san- na- in the high est.-

 

Bless ed- is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

 

Ho san- na- in the high est,- ho san- na- in the high est.-



Land of Rest Sanctus







                 

     
                

                

     
              

music: Land of Rest, American folk tune
text: Mass Ordinary, Fifth century
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The people remain standing as the Presider continues.

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death 
and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she 

might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread 
with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the 
world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon 
the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was 
and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit 
over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation,  
to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 
praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,      

    thy kingdom come,       
    thy will be done,       
           on earth as it is in heaven.             
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those       
   who trespass against us.        
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.     
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,     
 for ever and ever. Amen.
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the Breaking oF the Bread  
The Presider breaks the bread followed by silence. 

The Antiphon is sung by all, the verses are sung by the choir.  

the invitation to the taBle and holy Communion

Everyone is invited to receive Holy Communion. An usher will signal when you can go forward to receive the bread. If you are unable to 
come forward, but desire Communion, please notify an usher and Communion will be brought to you in your pew. If, for whatever reason, 
you do not wish to receive, you are invited to come forward for a prayer; please indicate your desire for this by crossing your arms across your 
chest. 

Prayers for Healing - Sundays During Advent - To help prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ anew in us this Christmas, the clergy of 
St. Paul’s are offering a time of healing prayer during worship on the four Sundays of Advent. After receiving the bread or a blessing, if you 
would like healing prayer, please come to the station to the left of the pulpit where clergy will be offering prayers.

music: Mode 1 melody, adapt. Mason Martens (1933-1991)
text: drawn from John 6:51b, 33, 35, 51c



anthem at the Communion text & music: Thomas Campion (1567-1620)

taizé Chant 

Commissioning oF euCharistiC visitors

Presider In the name of God and of this congregation, we send you forth to share communion with N.,  
  who cannot be present at this table. 
People  We who are many are one because we all share one bread and one cup.  
  Our prayers are with you. Go in peace. 

the postCommunion prayer

The people stand and say together.

god oF aBundanCe, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us 
with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on 

earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the 
world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

the Blessing
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music: Wait for the Lord, Jacques Berthier (1923-1994) 
text: Isaiah 40, Philippians 4, Matthew 6-7

Never weather-beaten sail more willing bent to shore,
never tired pilgrim limbs affected slumber more,

Than my weary spirit now longs to fly out of my troubled breast:
O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest!

Ever blooming are the joys of heav'n's high Paradise,
Old age deafs not there our ears nor vapour dims our eyes:
Glory there the sun outshines; whose beams the Blessed only see:
O come quickly, come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my soul to Thee!



hymn
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music: Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690;  
harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), alt.; desc. Paul Halley (b. 1952) 
text: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944),  
after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt.

the dismissal

Presider  Let us go forth in the light of Christ.  
People  Thanks be to God! 

organ voluntary 

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661  J. S. Bach

The Christmas wreaths are given to the glory of God and in memory of S. Buford Scott.
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All music printed by permission from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887).  
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887). 

All rights reserved.

––––––––ParTiciPanTS––––––––
Clergy

The Reverend Charles Dupree, D.Min., Rector 
The Reverend Gwynn Crichton, Associate Rector for Pastoral Care 
The Reverend Rainey G. Dankel, Associate Rector for Parish Life

Preacher

The Reverend Gwynn Crichton, Associate Rector for Pastoral Care

Musicians

Dr. Christopher Reynolds, Director of Music and Organist 
Karen Harris, Assistant Director of Music 

The Saint Paul's Choir

Lectors

Beth O’Leary 
Mitchell Oxford

Intercessor

Edie Patterson

Eucharistic Visitors

Cynthia Ellis 
John Hoke 

Phyllis James 
Michelle Walker

Advent Wreath Lighting

Mary Ann, David, Emmy, Tommy, and Curtis Ready

Acolytes

Peter Huff 
Maura Matthews 

Stephen Peple, Mentor

Altar Guild

Christine Baum, Cassie Sale, Louisa Sirles, Joyce Smith;  
Deborah Love Yoder, chair

Social Hour Host

Newcomer Ministry
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grace noTeS

Social Hour Spotlight – Newcomer Ministries | Find out 
more about our newcomer ministries by visiting our table in 
the breezeway after church.

Sunday Labyrinth Walk | On Sunday mornings between 
9:15 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., our labyrinth will be set up in the 
Parish Hall. We will have guided meditations available for 
you to use as you walk the labyrinth. Consider exploring this 
opportunity to pray as you experience the season of Advent.

Advent Lessons and Carols - Today at 5:00 p.m. | In-person 
and live-streamed. The service alternates lessons from the 
Old and the New Testaments with carols and hymns, finally 
climaxing in St. Matthew’s Gospel, in which the angel brings 
the news that Mary will bring forth a son, “and they shall call 
his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with 
us.”

Contemplative Worship Service in Advent on Wednesdays 
at 6:00 p.m. (Dec. 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd). In-person and live-
streamed. Following the style of Taizé, these quiet services will 
be held in the lovely setting of St. Paul’s Church and will help 
you stay centered. The service on the 22nd will be a Liturgy 
of the Longest Night (Blue Christmas). In-person and live-
streamed.

Newcomers Gathering – Sunday, December 12th following 
worship | Are you interested in learning more about St. 
Paul’s? Join St. Paul’s Rector, the Rev. Charlie Dupree for a 
connecting and informative meet-up. Childcare is available 
upon request by December 8th. E-mail the Rev. Keli Shipley 
Cooper at kshipleycooper@stpaulsrva.org to RSVP and with 
any questions.

Christmas Memorial Flowers | Those wishing to contribute 
to Christmas flowers and decorations in memory of a loved 
one or in honor of someone may do so by sending your check 
to the church office by Friday, December 17. Include with 
your check the name of the person(s) for whom the gift is 
given and also the name of the person making the donation, 
with Christmas Decorations in the memo. Gift donations 
begin at $20. Please email Carter Johann at cjohann@
stpaulsrva.org or call the office at (804) 643-3589.

New Training Scheduled for St. Paul's Historic Tour Guides 
| For all parishoners who are interested in the resurrected 
Tour Guide Ministry (whether new or former Guides), we 
have scheduled training on Sunday, January 9, 2022. We will 
meet in the church at 11:30 a.m. for one hour. This session 
will be followed by lunch in the Norwood Room with time 
for questions and answers. Both sessions are necessary for 
completion of the training. If you responded by e-mail or 

by signing up earlier, we still need a firm commitment in 
order to make lunch reservations. Please respond to Mary 
Fran Lowe with your name, phone number and e-mail before 
December 10th: mfranlowe@aol.com or 804-264-6348.

Calling All Bakers!  | We want to share the hope, light and 
joy of Christmas with our St. Paul parishioners who are 
homebound or dealing with loss this year. We are looking 
for volunteers to bake two (2) dozen muffins (recipe to be 
provided) to be included in a Christmas care package to be 
delivered for these parishioners. Volunteer bakers would need 
to drop off their muffins at church on Saturday, December 
18th, by 10:00 a.m. Please contact Michaelle Justice at 
michaelle.justice@comcast.net if you would like to be a 
volunteer baker!

Holy Baptism Offered on Sunday, January 9th, 2022 | 
Please let us know if you would like to have an infant or 
child (younger than 12 years old) baptized by water and the 
Holy Spirit to be incorporated as a member of Christ’s Body 
on Sunday, January 9th at 10:00 a.m. when we celebrate the 
Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Please contact 
the Rev. Gwynn Crichton, Associate Rector for Pastoral 
Care, gcrichton@stpaulsrva.org or (804) 545-5415 or Linda 
Willis, Director of Children and Families, lwillis@stpaulsrva.
org or (804) 502-8566 for more information.

Requesting Vestry Nominations | The vestry nominating 
committee is seeking nominations for the next vestry class. 
If you have persons that you’d like to nominate you can fill 
out a nomination form at church (available in the gathering 
space in the Parish House) or send your names to vestry@
stpaulsrva.org. Voting on the new vestry class will occur at St. 
Paul's annual meeting in January.

Faith, Culture and the Healthcare System on Wednesday, 
December 8 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom | Reverend Caitlyn Bailey, 
Clinical Pastoral Education Manager for VCU Health, will 
be featured with a focus on faith and working in healthcare. 
More details: stpaulsrva.org/events/faith-culture-december.

Sacred Ground Small Group Series Starting in January – 
Register today | We are excited to be offering the Episcopal 
Church’s course Sacred Ground at St. Paul’s. Sacred Ground is 
a film- and readings-based dialogue series on race, grounded 
in faith. Small groups are invited to walk through chapters of 
America’s history of race and racism while weaving in threads 
of family story, economic class, and political and regional 
identity. This 10-week small group series runs weekly 
from January 10th and through mid-March. More details: 
stpaulsrva.org/sacredground.
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