Choral
Evensong
Sunday, March 14, 2021
Five o'clock in the Evening

Welcome to Saint Paul's Church
Whatever brings you here, and whoever you are,
we are glad you are here. St. Paul’s is a place open to all.
About Choral Evensong

Evensong is part of the Daily Office, along with Morning Prayer. The

Daily Office is derived from the regular services of monastic communities
in the early Church. At the heart of these services was the recitation of the
Psalter, the songbook of the Bible, texts that Jesus himself knew and sang.
By the late middle ages, the Daily Office was seen as the responsibility
of the monks and clergy rather than an occasion for participation by all
in the prayers of the community throughout the day. After the English
Reformation, Archbishop Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556) reduced the
eight monastic offices to the two services of Morning and Evening Prayer.
These services were printed in vernacular English and intended for use by
all members of the Church. Evensong is in many ways an amalgamation of
the monastic offices of Vespers and Compline; it is one of the glories of the
Anglican tradition.
The English of the Book of Common Prayer is the language that was written
and spoken by our ancestors four hundred years ago, when the Bible was first
translated into English; it therefore sounds old-fashioned. But its meaning
is not out of date.
The service is in three parts. The first part (which is quite brief ) prepares the
worshipper for the story which is to follow.
The second part is the narrative of God’s redeeming work, beginning in the
Old Testament (the Psalms and the First Lesson), proceeding to the New
Testament (Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis and the Second Lesson), and
reaching its climax in the Affirmation of Faith (the Creed).
The third part is our response to a God revealed in history, in Jesus Christ,
and in the Church.
Evensong is a very tiny fragment of something else: It is a fragment of the
worship which is offered to God by Christian people every hour of the 24
in every part of the world. When you come to Evensong it is as if you were
dropping in on a conversation already in progress -- a conversation between
God and humankind which began long before you were born and will go on
long after you are dead.
[The Reverend Canon Joseph Poole, Coventry Cathedral]

Organ Voluntary
Aria

Paul Manz (1919-2009)
music: Henry Loosemore (1607-1670)
text: Unknown

Choral Introit			

O

Lord, increase our faith,
strengthen us and confirm us in thy true faith;
endue us with wisdom, charity, chastity and patience,
in all our adversity.
Sweet Jesu, say Amen.
The Opening Sentences			
The Officiant says		

L

et my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense,
and let the lifting up of my hands be an evening sacrifice.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us;
but if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Seek him that made the Pleiades and Orion, that turneth deep darkness into the morning,
and darkeneth the day into night; that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out
upon the face of the earth: The Lord is his Name.
Confession of Sin

D

ear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us pray in silence,
and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness
by his infinite goodness and mercy.
The Officiant says

A

lmighty and most merciful Father,

All continue

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws,
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
spare thou those who confess their faults,
restore thou those who are penitent,
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord;
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
Officiant		

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 			
		 repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.
People		
Amen.
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The Preces
Officiant

People

Officiant

People

Officiant

People
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Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 Confitemini Domino

chant: James Frazier (b. 1947)

O

give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious, *
and his mercy endureth for ever.
Let them give thanks whom the Lord hath redeemed, *
and delivered from the hand of the enemy;
And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west; *
from the north, and from the south.
Foolish men are plagued for their offence, *
and because of their wickedness.
Their soul abhorred all manner of meat, *
and they were even hard at death's door.
So when they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, *
he delivered them out of their distress.
He sent his word, and healed them; *
and they were saved from their destruction.
O that men would therefore praise the Lord for his goodness; *
and declare the wonders that he doeth for the children of men!
That they would offer unto him the sacrifice of thanksgiving, *
and tell out his works with gladness!
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, *
world without end. Amen.
Ephesians 2:1-10

The First Lesson

Y

ou were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of
this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who
are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh
and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy,
out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ-- by grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he
has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
A period of silence is kept.
Lector		
Here endeth the Lesson.
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setting: Robert W. Lehman (b. 1960)

Magnificat

M

y soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me,
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
John 3:14-21

The Second Lesson

J

esus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those
who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come
into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what
is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
A period of silence is kept.
Lector

Here endeth the Lesson.
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setting: R. W. Lehman

Nunc Dimittis

L

ord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 		
according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
The Reverend Gwynn Crichton

The Homily
The Apostles’ Creed 		
The Officiant intones

I

believe in God,

All continue

the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost;
born of the Virgin Mary.
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come again to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Lesser Litany
Officiant

People

Officiant

The Lord’s Prayer
The Officiant intones

O

ur Father,
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who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.
The Responses
Officiant

People

Officiant

People
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Officiant

People

Officiant

People

Officiant

People

Officiant

People

The Collects
Officiant

		
		
People
Officiant

		
		
		
People		
Officiant

		
		
People		

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread
which giveth life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him;
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto
thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey thy
commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give thine angels
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying,
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for thy love’s sake.
Amen.
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Hymn

music: Bourbon, melody att. Freeman Lewis (1780-1859)
text: Att. Gregory the Great (540-604); tr. Praise the Lord, 1972, alt.

Anthem			

music: John Stainer (1840-1941)
text: John 3:16-17
od so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through him might be saved.

G
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The General Thanksgiving
The Officiant says

A

lmighty God,
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Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all men.
We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for thine inestimable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,
give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to thy service,
and by walking before thee
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
The Officiant says

A

lmighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication
unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy
servants as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come
life everlasting.
People		
Amen.

The Benedicamus
Officiant
People

The Blessing
Officiant

		
People		

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore.
Amen.
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Hymn 				

music: Eventide, William Henry Monk (1823-1889)
text: Henry Frances Lyte (1793-1847)

Organ Voluntary
Mein Jesu, der du mich, Op. 122, No. 1

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
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