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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Global Missions Committee Report 

 
Mwitikira – 2020  

 
St. Paul’s relationship with Mwitikira, Tanzania dates back more than a dozen years.  Our support to the 
village has been varied and substantial.  It includes:   
 

 Education, through new classrooms, desks and books and years-long financial support for 
impoverished AIDS orphans to attend school. 
 

 Clean water, through a life-changing rebuild and expansion of the village water system. 
 

 Food, through emergency hunger relief during times of famine and, now, support for a Food 
Security Program to teach farming techniques designed to reduce hunger in the future. 
 

 Health, through medical supplies, equipment and improvements, including electricity and 
running water, to the health clinic. 
 

 Religion, through financial help in constructing a new church and assisting the Mwitikira priest, 
Father Canon Erasto Ndahani, obtain a college degree in theology. 

 
The saying may be a cliché, but it’s true:  we at St. Paul’s have derived at least as much from the 
relationship as the people of Mwitikira have.  Three dozen St. Paul’s parishioners and clergy have 
visited Mwitikira over the years, some for extended times and on multiple occasions.  No one returns 
without being affected.  All are profoundly thankful for the experience. 
 
St. Paul’s relationship with Mwitikira is managed by the Global Missions Committee (GMC).  Our work 
is funded by an annual grant from the Vestry, currently $15,400, and by parishioner giving directed 
specifically to this work.  Parishioners who visit Mwitikira pay their own expenses. 
 
 
Visits to Mwitikira 
 
Our parishioners Joyce and Tom Smith and Roger Whitfield visited Mwitikira in July 2019.  They were 
greeted enthusiastically by villagers upon their arrival. 
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Entering Mwitikira 

 

 
Formal welcome in the church with Fr. Erasto 

 
Roger and Joe Kearfott got the same reception when they visited in March 2020.  All stayed in the 
church’s guest house, where the warmth of the welcome and the hospitality more than made up for the 
lack of conveniences like running water.   
 
Food:  Food Security, Hunger Relief and Irrigation 
 
One objective of every St. Paul’s visit is to evaluate the effectiveness of the programs that we support.  
Joyce, Tom, Roger and Joe dug deeply into the Food Security Program.  This program began in the fall 
of 2017 and is administered by the Anglican Diocese of Central Tanganyika (DCT).  St. Paul’s supports 
a field officer, Mussa Chilemu, who has been living in Mwitikira with his family since January 2018.  
Mussa is a dynamic, university-educated agriculturalist who speaks good English.  The program began 
with 54 participating families.  It had grown to 112 families by this crop season.   
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Group of participating farmers 

 

_ 
Josephine in her Conservation Agriculture field 

 
 
The program has had hits and misses.  The 2018-19 crop season was particularly difficult because of a 
lack of rain.  Harvests throughout central Tanzania were badly affected.  The result was hunger in 
Mwitikira, to which St. Paul’s responded last December.  We provided funds sufficient to purchase 25 
tons of grain, which aided 500 families.   
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Grain delivered to Mwitikira 

 

 
Elderly grain recipient 

 
The Food Security Program has had enough success that the GMC has just extended it for another two 
years.  At the same time, it is exploring a new possibility that Joyce, Tom and Roger found in their visit 
last year:  irrigation.  Specifically, a way to provide water to irrigate small vegetable plots.  (Irrigation of 
grain fields is not economically feasible.) 
Support for irrigation in Mwitikira is a work in progress.  Joyce, Tom and Roger had explored the 
possibility of digging a catchment pond in an area that collects rainwater during the rainy season.  We 
commissioned a survey and a design for such a pond, but the projected cost proved to be prohibitive.  
We are now working with a water specialist at DCT to try to identify other options.  He in turn will be 
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working with leaders in the village to understand their vision and to make certain that any possible 
project has full buy-in from the folks who will be benefited. 
 
Diocese of Central Tanganyika 
 
Roger and Joe’s visit in March coincided with a roundtable conference called by Bishop Dickson 
Chilongani of all DCT’s supporting partners.  We were pleased to learn that St. Paul’s is being given 
recognition along with such multinational non-profits as Episcopal Relief and Development and 
Tearfund Canada.  The four-day conference offered Roger and Joe the opportunity to learn much more 
about DCT’s extensive outreach programs (and its financial challenges), as well as the chance to share 
experiences with other deeply committed folks. 
 
Covid-19 
 
We cannot end this report without mentioning Covid-19.  The coronavirus arrived late to sub-Saharan 
Africa.  The extent of the virus in Tanzania remains largely unknown.  But St. Paul’s, through its Covid-
19 Relief Fund, responded.  We sent funds to address three needs in Mwitikira:  medical supplies and 
equipment for the health clinic; fabric for thousands of masks; and educational and hygiene supplies.  At 
last report, there were no confirmed cases in the village.  However, government reporting of infections 
has been notably lax, and there is considerable uncertainty about whether the crisis is over. 
 

 
Masks for the poor made by village women with St. Paul’s-supplied fabric 

 
Food, clean water, education and health.  These needs are basic to humanity but not so easy to obtain in 
central Tanzania.  They are needs to which St. Paul’s has responded for many years now.  Our approach 
is to listen to what the people of Mwitikira tell us they need, then to act.  Our touchstones are that any 
project we support must be within our means, effective and sustainable.  With your help, we can and 
will continue to help the people of Mwitikira. 
 
 
  


