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ELECTION DAY 

PRAYER WALK 
 

NOVEMBER 2, 2020 

 
 
STATION 1:  ST. PAUL’S MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 
A meditation by the Rt. Rev. Stephen Charleston 
 

Still now our nervous heart, Spirit of life, calm the flutter of 
our breathing, for we are in a vulnerable place, and find 
ourselves seeking the scent of the air, a community grown 
uncertain, as afraid of running as standing still. This is why we 
need you, Spirit of all creation. We need you to stand in our 
midst, to be seen in our midst, as clearly as possible, our 
champion and our hope, not to face this struggle for us, but to 
remind us why we are facing it for ourselves. We need your 
strength, Old One, we need your reassurance. Still now our 
nervous heart. Calm our breathing. For we are resolved: we are 
neither running away nor standing still. We are turned to the 
wind, looking ahead to see what tomorrow brings. We are 
moving forward, knowing we are walking with angels, growing 
stronger with each minute that passes.  Amen.  
 
 
STATION 2:  AT BANK & 9TH

 ST. FACING GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY 
 
Adapted from Celtic Daily Prayer 
 
Circle our hearts, Lord 
Keep comfort near 
and discouragement afar. 
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Keep peace within 
and turmoil out. 
 
Circle our communities, Lord. 
Keep protection near 
and danger afar. 
 
Circle our city, Lord. 
Keep hope within, 
keep despair without. 
 
Circle our nation, Lord. 
Keep light near 
and darkness afar. 
 
Circle world, Lord. 
Keep peace within 
and anxiety without. 
 
The eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
shield us on every side. Amen. 
 
 
STATION 3:  VIRGINIA WOMEN’S MONUMENT 
 
“won’t you celebrate with me” by Lucille Clifton 
 
won't you celebrate with me 
what i have shaped into 
a kind of life? i had no model. 
born in babylon 
both nonwhite and woman 
what did i see to be except myself? 
i made it up 
here on this bridge between 
starshine and clay, 
my one hand holding tight 



3 
 

my other hand; come celebrate 
with me that everyday 
something has tried to kill me 
and has failed. 
 
STATION 4:  VIRGINIA CIVIL RIGHTS MONUMENT 
 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing” (last stanza) by James Weldon Johnson 
 

God of our weary years,    
God of our silent tears, 
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who hast by Thy might    
Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places,  
our God, where we met Thee, 
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world,  
we forget Thee; 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,    
May we forever stand.    
True to our God, 
True to our native land. 
 
STATION 5:  AT BROAD & 12TH

 FACING VCU MEDICAL 

CENTER 
 
“Prayer” by Maya Angelou 
 

Father, Mother, God, 
Thank you for your presence 
during the hard and mean days. 
For then we have you to lean upon. 
Thank you for your presence 
during the bright and sunny days, 
for then we can share that which we have 
with those who have less. 
And thank you for your presence 
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during the Holy Days, for then we are able 
to celebrate you and our families 
and our friends. 
For those who have no voice, 
we ask you to speak. 
For those who feel unworthy, 
we ask you to pour your love out 
in waterfalls of tenderness. 
For those who live in pain, 
we ask you to bathe them 
in the river of your healing. 
For those who are lonely, we ask 
you to keep them company. 
For those who are depressed, 
we ask you to shower upon them 
the light of hope. 
Dear Creator, You, the borderless 
sea of substance, we ask you to give to all the 
world that which we need most — Peace. 
 
STATION 6:  AT SOUTH FOUNTAIN 
 
“The Peace of Wild Things” by Wendell Berry 
 

When despair for the world grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting with their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 
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STATION 7 (AT STEPS OF STATE CAPITAL BUILDING) 
 
From the Book of Common Prayer, Prayers for Sound Government 
(pp. 821-22) 
 

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we 
may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to 
other nations of the earth. 
 

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of 
States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative authority, 
grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties. 
 

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our 
laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and 
foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to 
fulfill our obligations in the community of nations. 
 

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding 
and integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and justice 
served. 
 

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to 
accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they 
may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the 
well-being of our society; that we may serve you faithfully in 
our generation and honor your holy Name. 
 
STATION 8:  WEST FOUNTAIN FACING OLD TULIP POPLARS 
 
Prayer by Eddie Askew, from the Iona Prayer Book 
 

Lord Christ 
You are the still center of every storm. 
In you is calm, 
Whatever the wind outside. 
In you is reassurance, 
However high the waves, 
In you is strength. 
However contrary the tide. 
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STATION 9: ST. PAUL’S FRONT STEPS 
 
Meditation by the Rt. Rev. Stephen Charleston 
 

Rise up, rise up, rise up people of faith, rise up and work 
together. Now is the time when you are needed, now is the 
time of your great witness. The shadows of sorrow still linger 
over many homes, the old fears still wait at the street corner of 
our cities. Look, you can see the Spirit already at work in the 
lives around you, bringing comfort to the elders, food to the 
families, healing to the sick, mercy to the poor. Rise up, rise up, 
rise up, people of faith, for your help is needed now, your 
chance to make a difference has come. The world is weary of 
the illness that has taken so many, the hearts of your neighbors 
are longing to see a sign of hope. You are that sign. You are 
the messenger of good news. Rise up, people of faith, rise up 
and work together, for you are grace that can be seen, you are 
love that can be felt, you are joy in a land that needs to 
remember joy is still possible. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
Prayer for the Election by the Rev. Darren Utley 
 

Don’t you know in your hearts, the earth is a miracle of 
abundance and we are all meant to share it together?  Can you 
feel in your bones that welcome, love, justice, and flourishing 
are our one true path?  This election may bring us closer to the 
world we know is possible, but ultimately we are bound to 
continue creating that world in the face of whatever may come.  
Our joy comes from building together the future that is meant 
to be.  Amen.  
 

 


