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Grace Notes
This week at Saint Paul’s

Children’s Sunday School | Sundays at 9:00 a.m. on 
Zoom. This Advent, Journey with us to Bethlehem - 
E-mail Linda Willis for Zoom login at lwillis@stpaulsrva.
org.

Sunday Morning Meditation at 9:15 a.m. on Zoom | 
stpaulsrva.org/events/sundaymeditation

Wednesday Morning Meditation at 10:00 a.m. on 
Zoom | stpaulsrva.org/events/morningmeditation

Compline and Evening Prayer | Introducing Compline 
to our daily prayer services for Advent! Beginning on 
Monday, November 30th through Christmas Day, we will 
offer the following daily prayer services on weeknights on 
Facebook Live:

• Evening Prayer with Rev. Charlie on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays at 6:00 p.m.
• Compline with Rev. Gwynn on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 8:30 p.m.

Please note that we will not offer the Morning Prayer Podcast 
during Advent.

Advent Recital Series | Wednesdays in Advent at Noon 
| In partnership with All Saints Episcopal Church, St. 
Paul’s will be offering musical recitals on Wednesdays at 
noon during Advent. These recitals will be a mix of organ 
and instrumentalists and will be streamed on Facebook 
Live. We will also post to our website for later viewing.

Advent Prayer Walk at Capitol Square | December 
5th at 10:00 a.m. | Please join us, as we walk, watch 
and wait, witness and pray to God for Christ to be born 
anew into our hearts, our community, and all creation 
this Advent season. We will meet in St. Paul’s Memorial 
Garden, and we will walk quietly together to and around 
Capitol Square, stopping at designated prayer stations 
to read poems and prayers, concluding on the front 
steps of St. Paul’s. The walk will be easy with some hills 
and about 1.25 miles in length. Limit 15 people and 
reservation required. You can reserve your spot HERE. 
*Note change of location from the location named in 
Advent Calendar. Contact Rev. Gwynn with questions: 
gcrichton@stpaulsrva.org.

Advent Pause | Monday-Saturday During Advent | Brief, 
daily reflections to deepen our connection to God, self, 
planet, and neighbor. We will post the daily reflection on 
our Facebook and Instagram pages. You can also sign up 
to receive the daily reflection by e-mail: stpaulsrva.org/
subscribe (choose Advent Pause).

Church Engaged! | Support a Woodville Elementary 
School Family. This month we are collecting gift cards  
for Woodville families for Christmas. Gift cards give 
families the opportunity to shop for each other and get 
the things they need. We will be collecting through the 
month of November. Anywhere from 1 to 10. To keep 
things simple, make your gift cards in denominations of 
$10.00. Please limit the value of your gift cards to $100.00. 
Gift cards from the following places are recommended: 
Walmart, Kroger, Target. Mail your gift cards to Lynn 
Williams at 815 E. Grace Street, Richmond, VA 23219. If 
you are unable to purchase a gift card, you can DONATE 
ONLINE or send a check (write Woodville Christmas 
in Memo). Contact Lynn Williams with any questions: 
lwilliams@stpaulsrva.org.

Did you miss last week’s sermon? | You can find all our 
Sermons HERE.

Need supporting navigating ZOOM or other 
technology? We can help you out! | E-mail Carter Johann 
for support cjohann@stpaulsrva.org.

mailto:lwillis@stpaulsrva.org.
mailto:lwillis@stpaulsrva.org.
http://stpaulsrva.org/events/sundaymeditation
http://stpaulsrva.org/events/morningmeditation
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mailto:gcrichton@stpaulsrva.org
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http://stpaulsrva.org/subscribe
https://pushpay.com/g/stpaulsrva?fnd=Ztv_lnKyc9OZGUsbAeniUA&fndv=Lock&r=No&lang=en
https://pushpay.com/g/stpaulsrva?fnd=Ztv_lnKyc9OZGUsbAeniUA&fndv=Lock&r=No&lang=en
mailto:lwilliams@stpaulsrva.org


Organ VOluntary  

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Hymn 

WelcOme and annOuncements

Opening acclamatiOn

Presider  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People        Glory to God for ever and ever.

All say together the Collect for Purity.

almigHty gOd, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
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music: Helmsley, melody Thomas Augustine Arne (1710-1778);  
harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), alt.
text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
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ligHting Of adVent WreatH

As a family lights their candle, you are encouraged to light a candle in your home.

Today we light the first candle of our Advent Wreath. This candle is the candle of Hope. In the 
Bible we learn to hope because God has promised to send us a Messiah, Jesus. The prophet Isaiah 

says, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.”

sOng Of praise

tHe cOllect Of tHe day

Presider  The Lord be with you.
People        And also with you.
Presider     Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 

that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

––––––––The Liturgy of the Word––––––––
tHe reading Isaiah 64:1-9

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at 
your presence-- as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil-- to make your name 

known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome 
deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no 
one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait 
for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, 
and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and 
all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take 
us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your 
face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are  
the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,  
and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people.

Lector     Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People     Thanks be to God.

 

Peo ple,- look East. The time is near of the crown ing- of the year.

 

Make your house fair as you are a ble,- trim the hearth and set the ta ble.-

 

Peo ple,- look East and sing to day:- Love the guest is on the way.




People, look East







      
          

                   

                 

text: Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) 
music: Besançon Carol, harm. John L. Hooker (b. 1944)
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tHe gradual: psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 Qui regis Israel
Chanted by the choir.

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
 stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
O Lord God of hosts, *
 how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
 you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
 and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
 the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
And so will we never turn away from you; *
 give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

tHe HOly gOspel         Mark 13:24-37

Gospeler  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People         Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they 

will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig 
tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer 
is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 
It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, 
and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord.
People         Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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tHe sermOn  The Reverend Dr. Charles T. Dupree

tHe prayers Of tHe peOple

Intercessor As we begin our Advent journey, we offer our prayers spoken together and also the prayers of  
  our hearts, praying for ourselves, our church, our community, and our world, saying, Come  
  quickly, Lord Jesus; Come and save us.

  We pray for our country and our earth, beset by disease, disasters, and divisions. (Add your own  
  prayers for the leaders of the nations) Come quickly, Lord Jesus. 
People Come and save us.

Intercessor We pray for wisdom and patience to read the signs of the times as the church works for your  
  coming kingdom. (Add your own prayers for the church) Come quickly, Lord Jesus.
People Come and save us.   

Intercessor We pray for our families, friends, teachers, medical workers, and leaders as we continue to adapt  
  to new routines and bear the stress of this pandemic. (Add your own prayers for safety and  
  support) Come quickly, Lord Jesus.
People Come and save us.

Intercessor We pray for those enduring hardship and suffering, especially those who are lonely, incarcerated,  
  homeless, battling diseases of mind and body, and those who have asked for our prayers.  
  (Add your own prayers for healing) Come quickly, Lord Jesus.
People Come and save us.

Intercessor We pray for eternal rest for the departed and comfort for those who grieve. (Add your own  
  prayers for God’s peace) Come quickly, Lord Jesus.
People Come and save us.

You are invited to offer your own intercessions and thanksgivings.

Intercessor We praise you, Gracious God, that you have given us hope in the coming of your Messiah.  
  Be our light in the darkness as we trust your promises and live as your beloved people. We offer  
  our prayer for the sake of the One who is coming.
People Amen.

cOnfessiOn Of sin and absOlutiOn

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God, self, planet, and neighbor. 

People God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our  
  lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have  
  created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on  
  our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may  
  abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,  
  strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
  Amen.  

tHe peace

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
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––––––––The Holy Communion––––––––
antHem at tHe OffertOry music: Howard Helvey (b. 1968) 

text: from Divine Hymns or Spiritual Songs; 
compiled by Joshua Smith, New Hampshire, 1784

tHe great tHanksgiVing

Presider The Lord be with you.   
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before  
  time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into  
  being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your  
  image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;  
  and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called  
  us to live in the fullness of your love.

  And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,  
  lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

The tree of life my soul hath seen, His beauty doth all things excel:
Laden with fruit and always green: By faith I know, but ne’er can tell

The trees of nature fruitless be   The glory which I now can see
Compared with Christ the apple tree.  In Jesus Christ the apple tree.

For happiness I long have sought,  I’m weary with my former toil, 
And pleasure dearly I have bought:  Here I will sit and rest awhile:
I missed of all; but now I see   Under the shadow I will be
‘Tis found in Christ the apple tree.  Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,
It keeps my dying faith alive;
Which makes my soul in haste to be
With Jesus Christ the apple tree.



sanctus and benedictus  
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The Presider continues

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and  
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,  

that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He  
broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned  
to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for  
him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and 
is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over 
the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, with Paul and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and 
nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 
praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

setting: Advent Mass , arr. Robert Lehman (b. 1960)
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our fatHer, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,      

    thy kingdom come,       
    thy will be done,       
           on earth as it is in heaven.             
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those       
   who trespass against us.        
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.     
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,     
 for ever and ever. Amen.

tHe breaking Of tHe bread  
The Presider breaks the bread followed by silence.

Presider This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.
People  Whoever eats this bread will live for ever.

tHe cOmmuniOn  

Presider Let us pray. 

faitHful gOd, in the wonder of your wisdom and love, you fed your people in the wilderness with 
the bread of angels and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. Though we cannot consume these 

gifts of bread and wine together, we thank you that we have received Christ’s presence, the forgiveness 
of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s passion and resurrection. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
may we embody your love, be renewed for your service, and be reflections of the awakened and risen 
Lord. Amen.

The Presider receives communion on behalf of the community.

antHem at tHe cOmmuniOn music: Conditor alme siderum, plainsong, Mode 4 
text: Latin, 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt.

Creator of the stars of night, 
your people’s everlasting light  

O Christ, Redeemer of us all  
we pray you hear us when we call.

At your great Name, O Jesus, now 
all knees must bend, all hearts must bow:  
all things on earth with one accord, 
like those in heaven, shall call you Lord.

Come in your holy might, we pray, 
redeem us for eternal day; 
defend us while we dwell below 
from all assaults of our dread foe.
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tHe pOstcOmmuniOn prayer

The people say together

eternal gOd, we thank you that in Christ you give yourself into our hands: with our hearts and 
with our lives, may we proclaim the coming feast when many will come from east and west, from 

north and south to greet the Lord of all: we ask this in his name. Amen.

tHe blessing

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our sister Mary, 
and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a parent over a child, be upon you and remain 

with you always. Amen.

Hymn   



tHe dismissal

The Presider gives the dismissal.

People  Thanks be to God! 

Organ VOluntary  

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland  Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)
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text: James Montgomery (1771-1854); para. of Psalm 72 
music: Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein, German folk song; adapt. and harm. A Student’s Hymnal, 
1923, after Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941)

All music printed by permission from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887).  
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887). 

All rights reserved.



––––––––The Advent Wreath––––––––
The Advent Wreath is a tradition in many churches, helping us to focus 
our attention as we prepare for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. The 
wreath is a circle, symbolizing God’s love for us, which has no beginning 
and no end. Often it is decorated with evergreens, reminding us of our 
eternal life in Jesus. Three candles are purple, a sign of our prayerful 
time of preparation. The pink candle burns on the third Sunday of 
Advent, symbolizing joy as we draw nearer to Christmas. The white 
candle in the center is the Christ Candle, which burns on Christmas 
Eve and Day. It reminds us that Jesus Christ is the Light of the World.

––––––––Participants––––––––

Officiants

The Reverend Rainey G. Dankel, Associate Rector for Parish Life 
The Reverend Gwynn Crichton, Associate Rector for Pastoral Care

Preacher

The Reverend Dr. Charles T. Dupree, Rector

Musicians

Dr. Christopher Reynolds, Director of Music and Organist 
Alana Marsh, Robin Harris, Joel Coreas, James McClure, Quartet

Lector

Roger Whitfield  

Advent Wreath

Josh, Amelia, and Caroline Paulie 


