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Grace Notes
This week at Saint Paul’s

Worship and study offerings

Evening Prayer on Facebook Live | Monday through 
Friday evening at 6:00 p.m. 

Morning Prayer Podcast | Tuesdays and Thursdays 
with the Rev. Rainey - listen anytime. www.stpauls.org/
churchaway

Morning Coffee with Clergy  | Thursdays 10-10:45 a.m. 
on Zoom | www.stpaulsrva.org/morningcoffee

Bible Study | Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. | July study 
on Parables with Rev. Rainey | www.stpaulsrva.org/
biblestudy

Children and family

Vacation Bible School  |  July 27-30 at 11:00 a.m. | We’re 
excited to let you know that we will have Vacation Bible 
School via Zoom this Summer. Focus VBS will include 
music, crafts and Bible stories. More information to 
come.

Children’s Sunday School | We will continue having 
Children’s Sunday School via Zoom throughout the 
Summer. We’ll have lots of special stories and music. 
Invite friends and neighbors to join us! E-mail Linda 
Willis at lwillis@stpaulsrva.org for how to join!

faith formation

Summer Book Club | Fourth Tuesday of the Month 
(July 28th) at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom | July Book: Braiding 
Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge 
and the Teachings of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer. 
Discussion facilitated by Sarah Nolan. To RSVP and for 
more information: www.stpaulsrva.org/events/bookclub

Education for Ministry (EfM) | St. Paul’s Education 
for Ministry group has five spots available for the 2020-
2021 seminar year, which will begin in late August/early 
September. The thematic under girding for the coming 
seminar year is “Living Into the Journey with God.” Our 
two “interlude” books will be The Sabbath by Abraham 
Joshua Heschel and Hospitable Planet: Faith, Action and 
Climate Change by Stephen A. Jurovics. Education for 
Ministry is a learning program designed by the University 
of the South/Sewanee for lay people to explore their 

personal ministries. If you are interested, please contact 
Stephanie Werner at stephwerner@hotmail.com or 804-
986-2953 for more information.

Community engagement

Community Engagement wants to Hear From YOU! 
From COVID-19 to social unrest and uprisings, the 
past few months have brought to light within our wider 
cultures, the ongoing injustices and inequities that 
continue to impact our communities. While many of 
you have long been aware of these issues and others of 
you are coming into new awareness, everyone is listening 
and learning from this moment, and we would like to 
learn from you. We have created an email address for 
you to share any ideas and thoughts you might have that 
further the cause of justice and equity. Please send your 
thoughts and ideas to justice@stpaulsrva.org.

giving and finanCe

Thank you all for your continued gifts to St. Paul’s and 
our COVID-19 Relief Fund. Your generosity makes 
a significant difference in the life of St. Paul’s and the 
wider Richmond community. You can make unrestricted 
donations, pay a pledge or give to our COVID-19 online 
or by check. More information at: www.stpaulsrva.org/
giving. If you have any questions or issues, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to Aliesha in the Finance Office at 
ahart@stpaulsrva.org or 804-545-5419. 

pastoral Care

We want to pray daily for all medical personnel who 
are working to restore health and safety to our country, 
often at risk to themselves and their families. Please send 
names of individuals for whom we may pray (with their 
permission), to Carter Johann cjohann@stpaulsrva.org, 
and we will add them to our list. For our prayer chain 
and information about Pastoral Care at St. Paul’s, please 
visit: www.stpaulsrva.org/connect/pastoral-care-prayers

Congratulations to Amelia and Josh Paulie on the birth 
of their daughter, Caroline James Paulie, born Monday, 
July 6, 2020.
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piano voluntary  Andante in C Major, D. 29 Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

WelCome and announCements

opening sentenCes

Confession of sin and absolution

Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

People   Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
     by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with  
     our whole  heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and  
     we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
     that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Officiant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
     strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
     Amen.

the invitatory and psalter

Officiant  Lord, open our lips.
People        And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

hymn Thomas Merton

Morning Prayer, Rite II 



psalm 65: 9-14 Te decet hymnus
Read in unison.

you visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; *
the river of God is full of water.

You prepare the grain, *
 for so you provide for the earth.
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; *
 with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
You crown the year with your goodness, *
 and your paths overflow with plenty.
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, *
 and the hills be clothed with joy.
May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; *
 let them shout for joy and sing.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

the first lesson Isaiah 55:10-13

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my 

word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it 
shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

A period of silence is kept.

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People            Thanks be to God.
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hymn Iverson

the seCond lesson Matthew 13:1-9,18-23     

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things 

in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and 
the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” “Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this 
is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when 
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 
in another thirty.”

A period of silence is kept.

Lector   The Word of the Lord.
People            Thanks be to God.
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the sermon The Reverend Dr. Charles T. Dupree

solo music: arr. Alice Parker (b. 1925) 
text: Thomas Moore (1779-1852)

Come, ye disconsolate, where’er you languish:  Joy to the desolate, light of the straying,
come, at the mercy seat fervently kneel;   hope when all others die, fadeless and pure.

here bring your wounded hearts, here tell your anguish, Here speaks the Comforter, in mercy saying:
earth hath no sorrow that heaven cannot heal.   “Earth hath no sorrow that heaven cannot cure.”

Here see the bread of life, see waters flowing
forth from the throne of God pure from above;
come to the feast prepared, come, ever knowing:
Earth hath no sorrow but heaven can remove.

the apostles’ Creed  

Officiant and People  

I believe in god, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;

I believe Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
       He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit;
       and born of the Virgin Mary.
       He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
       was crucified, died, and was buried.
       He descended to the dead.
       On the third day he rose again.
       He ascended into heaven,
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
       He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
       the holy catholic Church,
       the communion of saints,
       the forgiveness of sins,
       the resurrection of the body,
       and the life everlasting. Amen.
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the lord's prayer

Officiant  The Lord be with you.
People        And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.

Officiant and People

Our father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,      

    thy kingdom come,       
    thy will be done,       
           on earth as it is in heaven.             
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those       
   who trespass against us.        
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.     
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,     
 for ever and ever. Amen.

the suffrages 

Officiant  God’s Word has been spread into our hearts and into our world. Let us with confidence offer our  
     prayers and intercessions for self, community, and world, saying Gracious God, hear our prayer. 

     God of Abundant Life, you have placed us in this beautiful world and given us responsibility to  
     care for it; bless all those who work to provide food and water for your people and give us wisdom  
     to share its resources equitably. Gracious God, 
People        hear our prayer.

Officiant  God of Compassion, you know our struggles to grow as faithful disciples and to spread your  
     message of love to all people; give us humility to open our ears and willingness to listen for your  
     steady voice that offers nourishment with living water. Gracious God, 
People        hear our prayer.

Officiant  God of Mercy, you have established your church to model the kingdom you are building and you  
     forgive us when we lose our way; open our hearts to strengthen our connections with each other  
     so that we may move confidently into the future to which you call us. Gracious God, 
People        hear our prayer.

Officiant  God our Creator, you delight us in the gift of children and in the loving relationships of families;  
     we thank you for the safe arrival of Caroline Paulie; bless her parents Josh and Amelia with a  
     joyful sense of your presence with them; give them calm strength and patient wisdom and enable  
     this community to support them with our love and prayers. Gracious God, 
People        hear our prayer.

Officiant  God of Power, watch over all those who labor on our behalf to keep us safe, fed, and healthy:  
     scientists and counselors, farmers and food workers, first responders, drivers and housekeepers,  
     and all medical workers, especially those we name now. Gracious God, 
People        hear our prayer.
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Officiant  God of Comfort, we pray for all who are suffering and in need: the lonely, the marginalized,  
     the homeless, the unemployed, the fearful, those struggling with mental and physical disease,  
     and especially those we name now. Gracious God, 
People        hear our prayer.

Officiant  God of Eternal Light, give rest to those who now rest in your arms:  victims of terror and violence,  
     those who have died in the pandemic, and especially those we name now. Gracious God, 
People        hear our prayer.

Officiant  I invite your own prayers and intercessions. Gracious God, 
People        hear our prayer.

People   O God, you sent your Son into our world to be a living, breathing example of justice,  
     love, and mercy. As we seek to be more fully your hands, feet, and heart in this community  
     and world, we ask that you walk with us. By the guidance of your Holy Spirit, open our  
     hearts and minds to hear the many voices through which you are speaking; increase our trust  
     and respect for each other; and give us patience and wisdom as you shape us into the church  
     you are calling us to be. We pray these things in the name of the one who came not to be  
     served, but to serve, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

the ColleCt of the day 

The Officiant says 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may 
know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to 

accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.

iona Chant Take, O take me as I am



the general thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

almighty god, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

the blessing and dismissal

piano voluntary  Rondo James Hook (1746-1827)

Today’s altar flowers are given in memory of Elizabeth and Kachadoor Deloian.
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––––––––Participants––––––––

Officiants

The Reverend Gwynn Crichton, associate rector for pastoral care 
The Reverend Rainey G. Dankel, associate rector for parish life

Preacher

The Reverend Dr. Charles T. Dupree, rector

Musicians

Dr. Christopher Reynolds, director of music and organist 
James McClure, cantor

Lectors

Jewel Nkwocha 
Matthew Stehle

All music printed by permission from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887).  
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from www.OneLicense.net (License number: A-711887). 

All rights reserved.


