
Sermon for St. Paul’s Church, Richmond, VA 
5th Sunday after Epiphany, Year C, February 10, 2019 
The Rev. Bill Queen, “Setting the Tone” 
Isaiah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Luke 5:1-11, Romans 1:12, Ephesians 3:20-21  
 
 
God be in our heads, God be in our hearts, God be at our left hands, God be at our 
right hands, amen;  and God be with you, St. Paul’s Church;  I’m glad to be with 
you this morning, though I won’t actually start my full time commitment here until 
March 1st, when I will have completed my work at Christ Church Spotsylvania; 
you might want to think of today as a test drive, as a preview of a coming 
attraction, as an amuse-bouche, or as a soft opening;  however we see it, what a joy 
and a blessing it is for us to be engaging together in ministry as your interim season 
continues, part of the long and fruitful life of this church community 
 
it is a joy, it is a blessing, and it is also a tremendous responsibility for ministry 
that we all share here;  and even though I know that our Revised Common 
Lectionary was compiled by an ecumenical committee 30 years ago, I’m still 
amazed at how often the lectionary’s Bible readings for any particular Sunday have 
an uncanny ability to speak to the moment at hand;  just look at what we have 
today speaking about new engagements in ministry 
 
Isaiah says, “Woe is me! I am lost … yet my eyes have seen the Lord of hosts!” 
Paul writing to the Corinthians says, “I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be 
called an apostle …. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
towards me has not been in vain;”  and we hear Peter saying to Jesus, “Go away 
from me Lord, for I am a sinful man!”  then Jesus replies to him, “Do not be 
afraid,” for from now on, you’ll be working for me 
 
notice how each passage expresses at first extreme doubt and fear about a new 
engagement in ministry, but each is quickly followed by a reassurance that God is 
at work in such engagements;  have you ever felt that combination of emotions: 
unworthiness or anxiety about what God is asking of you, but also, at the same 
time, faith and hope?  I pray that each of us can recognize how these passages are 
speaking to us, today;  anyone trying to do ministry in Christ’s name should feel 
like Isaiah, like Paul, and like Peter;  God knows we have our human limitations 
and fears, yet God has also given each of us a high calling for ministry;  and God 
has given us the tools we need to carry out those ministries;  each of us, each 
Christian, must accept the call to serve God;  each of us must say, in one way or 
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another, along with Isaiah, “Here am I; send me!”  are you on board?  do you 
accept the call?  may I see a show of hands? 
 
another passage came to me recently as I began rereading the book of Romans; 
I’m reading it as part of the “Good Book Club” Bible study that our Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry has encouraged all Episcopalians to take part in during this 
Epiphany season;  in 1:12 Paul says that he longs to be with the believers in Rome 
“so that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and 
mine;”  that “each other’s” means both between you and me, and also between 
each of you;  what a great way to look at shared ministry;  let’s take that to heart as 
a guiding prayer for our time together: may we, all of us, be mutually encouraged 
by each other’s faith 
 
and there is another passage that I want to suggest to help set the tone for our time 
together, from Ephesians 3:20-21;  it is also found in the Book of Common Prayer 
where it is used as one of the final collects in both Morning and in Evening Prayer; 
but it is a Bible quote, and it is a prayer, as even the “Amen” is part of the Bible 
text;  in Ephesians this prayer follows a statement about the love of God which 
Christ has given us;  and it is because of this love that we give, as our response, 
this prayer of praise: “Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in 
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen;”  so what does this 
prayer have to say to us, about our ministry together? 
 
it starts “Glory to God;”  that means God must be the focus of our time together; 
not your former Rector, not your former Interim Rector, not your bridge Interim 
Rector, not even your future Rector;  any focus other than upon God is a 
distraction;  all that we do together needs to be done with a conscious focus on God 
 
it says God’s power is “working in us;”  that means every one of us has a job to do; 
by virtue of our Baptism, we were each given the gift of the Holy Spirit;  given it 
not for it to sit dormant within us;  given to us to be the guiding, enlightening, and 
strengthening engine of God’s will within us;  it is a reminder that our minds, our 
hearts, and our hands are the tools that God uses to bring about God’s desires for 
each of us, to bring about God’s desires for this church, and to bring about God’s 
desires for the larger community which we serve 
 
it says that the power of God within us “can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine;”  that doesn’t mean we don’t ask, or that we don’t imagine, but that we 
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don’t allow our limited human abilities of prayer and imagination to place any 
restrictions upon what we expect God can accomplish in us, through us, and about 
us;  we are supposed to ask big;  we are supposed to dream big;  we are supposed 
to expect big—from each other and from God 
 
it says we give God glory “from generation to generation;”  that means we start 
with a recognition of this parish’s history, but also with a recognition that we 
cannot live in the past;  our living faith impels us to move on toward the future 
with the challenge of making sure that our faith is getting actively passed on to the 
next generations of younger adults, teenagers, and children who are coming along 
after us 
 
it says we give God glory “in the Church;”  that does not mean only within the 
walls of these buildings;  church is people, not buildings, and we must continually 
rethink how we invite and extend participation to ever larger definitions of just 
exactly who is “in the church” and who is in our community of ministry 
 
it says “in Christ Jesus;”  that means God is not remote or far away from us;  God 
is with us through Christ, who knows us intimately;  Christ has been present with 
this parish since its founding, and will continue being present with us;  this is a 
time to look for Christ’s presence in new ways, look for Christ’s presence in new 
places, and look for Christ’s presence in new faces  
 
it says “for ever and ever;”  that means all that we do now has lasting eternal 
consequences, far beyond our time here on this planet, for us and for the people 
around us whose lives we touch;  all that we do together in ministry is such 
important work 
 
and finally, it says “Amen,” reminding us that our approach to everything we do as 
individuals, as groups, and as an entire parish, must be based on prayer;  we must 
remember to pray before, during, and after every activity, because only in such a 
mind-set and heart-set of prayerfulness can we give ourselves over fully to God’s 
purposes and allow the Holy Spirit to work fully in us, through us, and around us 
 
I hope you will take the time to use these Bible verses and prayer in your 
devotional lives and in our church activities;  I hope that you may come to find 
them as meaningful and as inspirational as I do;  and I hope you will live with them 
and allow them to set the tone for all that we will be doing together in ministry, for 
however much time we will have together ahead of us 
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be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith;  give Glory to God whose power, 
working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine;  give Glory to 
God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
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