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I wonder what, when you were sixteen years old, you imagined what 

you would become. I wonder what, when you were sixteen, you 

imagined your future life would be like. I wonder what dreams you had 

for yourself and for the world.  If you are anything like me, I expect 

many things have happened, too numerous to count, and much of it 

was not what you imagined at all. 

 

We spend all our lives becoming. As Christians, we understand 

ourselves as made in the image of God, created by God, to be in 

relationship with God, with our own self, and the world in which we 

live. And, somewhere in that mixture, is the process which calls us into 

greater life; into becoming more clearly who God has created us to be.  

 

That’s what’s going on in the gospel this morning. Jesus is in 

Capernaum. He is attracting enormous crowds. He is healing the sick, 

assembling his disciples, announcing that the world is finally going to be 

the way God wants it to be and it’s happening now. Jesus is responding 

to God’s call to become who has been created to be and he’s making 

quite a stir. His family is appalled that he is drawing so much attention. 

The crowd, who presumably have known him prior to this behavior, 

think he has gone mad and the bureaucrats, the scribes, are fast to put 

him down. They’ve got power and they intend to keep it. 

 

It’s a critical moment. Will Jesus back down? Or will he stand up for the 

vocation to which he has been called? This is where it gets interesting. 

He can choose to fold, which is, after all, a common response and a 

legitimate tactic. I can’t count the number of times I’ve chosen not to 
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push it. Jesus could wait for another day. If he is not received here he 

can move on elsewhere. The crowd will follow him anyway. 

 

But Jesus doesn’t back down. Not at all. First, he takes on the scribes 

who have, you remember accused him being possessed by Beelzebul. 

By the power of Beelzebul, they say, he is casting out demons. This is 

pretty insulting. Not only because Beelzebul is the name used to 

describe the devil, but because it slandered all those people that Jesus 

had healed. It treated them as people possessed by demons that 

needed to be expunged. Moreover, the name itself had its origins in the 

name of a pagan God. 

 

Jesus does the most annoying thing of all. Instead of challenging the 

scribes as might have been expected (the scribes loved a good debate) 

he teaches the crowd. He actually explains to the crowd what is wrong 

with the argument. That is; evil does not work against evil. Impossible. 

Stupid argument. Ignore it. 

 

But he doesn’t leave it there. He speaks again to the crowd, He goes on 

to say, “But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his 

property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house 

can be plundered.” Don’t give in. Don’t listen to the voice of those who 

would define you, who would control you. Don’t risk your house. Be 

true to yourself, to who you are, to what you are called to be. Be strong 

because there are many who will try deflect your path. 

 

He continues, with a warning. "Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven 

for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever 
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blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is 

guilty of an eternal sin" - for they had said, "He has an unclean spirit." In 

other words, don’t get in the way of God. Messing up is one thing, but 

contempt for God, failure to respect the workings of the Holy Spirit, 

insulting God is not forgivable.  To be contemptuous of God is to 

behave as though we are God – which is exactly what those scribes are 

doing in the story. It is the sin we so often commit ourselves through 

judgements we pass on others, the contempt with which we exercise 

towards those who disagree with us, or are different from us, or over 

whom we wish to have power. To describe the working of the Spirit as 

unclean is an act of contempt for God. 

 

The scribes must have been fuming. Jesus had not engaged them in 

polite dialog – he had pulled out the rug. Not surprisingly, his family 

was trying to get him to stop. You can see it now. If only they can reach 

him they can stop this troublemaking behavior. They can take him 

home and shut him up. 

 

This is another and more subtle way of getting in the way of God. The 

“Don’t make a fuss, think what the neighbors will say, we’re 

respectable people and respectable people don’t rock the boat” 

approach. Jesus isn’t rejecting his family, per se, he is rejecting the way 

they are functioning. And those good people in the crowd who are 

eager to be strong – they are acting like true family. 

 

In short, Jesus is turning his back on institutional power gone wrong, on 

lies and distortions intended to keep him in his place and on the 

temptation to be less than he is just to keep the peace. 
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This is serious stuff. It’s serious because if Jesus had not understood 

what was happening – how people who genuinely believed themselves 

to be right were actually working against how God would have us be -

there might have been no Jesus story to tell at all. He would have just 

gone home with his family and all would soon have been forgotten.  

 

It’s serious stuff because in this story there is a challenge for us as well. 

On the one hand we are to treat each other with compassion and 

respect, but on the other we are to be ruthlessly true to who we are. If 

we are ever to become the strong man whose house cannot be 

plundered, we have to become the person God is calling us to be. And it 

will not be either easy or obvious. Very often we do such an appalling 

job on both fronts that we miss the voice of God in other people as well 

as in ourselves. It leads to all kinds of bad stuff. 

 

Jesus’ attitude not just some pie-in-the-sky spiritual value. It is intended 

to have consequences, to change the way we are and the way the 

world is. Consider the state of the world and our own country in 

particular. What would Jesus have to say about our attitudes to race, to 

immigrants, to students lying dead in classrooms? Is that what Jesus 

had in mind: a world of hate, fear, prejudice, and judgment? A world in 

which whoever has the most human power wins? 

  

If that isn’t what Jesus had in mind, Jesus’ hope has to lie in us 

becoming the strong people of God. So let’s get on with it. Let’s start by 

behaving as though Jesus was right and we believe it. Let’s care about 

each other, reach out with compassion to others, protect the stranger, 
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wrestle with confusion and ambiguity – keeping the love of God as the 

one clear voice. Recognizing it when it speaks from love. Knowing the 

voice of fear is not God. 

 

Things didn’t get “better” for Jesus after this incident. He knew some 

would respond and others not. He also knew that there was a direct 

correlation between commitment to his way and the well-being of 

God’s world. Just as Jesus was living out of his true nature, so he calls us 

to live out of ours. Our dreams and hopes are God given ways of 

imaging ourselves and our world as God might desire it to be. All we 

have to do is check those dreams and hopes against the voice of Jesus 

and follow in his way. 

 

Amen. 


