
1 
 

From the letter of James; “Show by your good life that your works are 

done with gentleness born of wisdom.”   

 

James is not my favorite letter from the New Testament.; partly I think 

because he’s pretty focused on behavior. But I have to admit that what 

he says is always pretty close to the mark. He’s a very good 

understanding of human nature and our capacity to be just plain mean. 

Perhaps I resist him because I just don’t like being told! This morning, 

however, he points to that something which so often feels to be just 

beyond our reach when he writes “Show by your good life that your 

works are done with gentleness born of wisdom.”   

 

The good life. 

 

Terry Waite, the Archbishop of Canterbury’s envoy in the middle east 

was kept hostage by terrorists for 1,763 days  (four months  of that in 

total solitary confinement.) During his incarceration, he was 

blindfolded, beaten, and subjected to mock executions. He lived much 

of the time chained to a wall in a room without natural light. He was 

finally released in 1991.  Afterwards he wrote of the treasure of his 

Book of Common Prayer and his Bible as lifelines in the midst of such 

terror and uncertainty. 
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Victor Frankel, Jewish Holocaust survivor, contended that survival in the 

camps was directly related to an individuals’ sense of purpose and 

religious sensitivities. Despair and anger killed. Faith defeated death. 

 

These, and many more, have learned what it means to tread lightly on 

the earth, to have become familiar with the connection between the 

life of deepening faith, wisdom, and gentleness, This is the good life of 

which James speaks. Notice too that the deeds of such men and women 

are the product of their good life and are not the good life in and of 

themselves. 

 

So how do we get to the good life? What kind of life are we looking for? 

 

It is no secret to say our world places greater value on novelty than 

steadiness, on wealth of possessions than wealth of spirit, fame than 

wisdom, and personal satisfaction over the needs of others, the 

individual over community. But the Christian world stands over and 

against that claim – the claim that whoever dies with the most toys 

wins. But it isn’t easy. 
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We named it in our opening prayer. “Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious 

about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; … even now, while we 

are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those 

that shall endure.” Help us understand, God, how to live. Help us know 

what is important. Help us not be distracted by things we are told are 

important but are not. Help us live a good life. 

 

At the end of the day, we aspire to that good life; a life where what we 

do is a reflection of the good in our hearts, but we know only too well 

that we cannot do it alone.  We need help to open the door to a good 

life. And there is a key to that particular door. James knows it well, 

“Draw near to God,” he says, “and he will draw near to you.” 

 

Can it really be that simple? That all we have to do is to want to be near 

God. That God is generous enough that should we desire it, God will 

come close. God waiting to help us sort through the chaos, the 

irrelevant, and the harmful. It turns our God wants the good life for us.  

We have only to ask. We have only to desire the love that created us, 

the love that sustains us, the love that sets us right in our living. And 

God is right there. 
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So many of you here know the truth of this already: it isn’t that life or 

lives become perfect. Stuff happens and will continue to happen. But 

many of you are very well acquainted with the God who blesses us with 

every breath we take – blesses us with the life that is bigger than we 

can ask or imagine. Such lives stand on a foundation of abiding joy and 

gratitude to God – gratitude for having lifted those ordinary and 

persistent burdens of anxiety and fear with which we are all familiar; 

gratitude for being invited into a larger life. Such lives are generous 

because heart and soul are engaged by all that is lovely and true and 

important. Much has been let go and much given. 

 

St. Paul’s church is being blessed with the richness of this truth. We are 

not a perfect place (far from it) but we strive to be a place where 

everyone can have a seat at God’s table. This is a place where the love 

of God can shine through our imperfections, our sins, and our 

brokenness. This is a place where the Holy Spirit wanders about at will 

changing lives, gracing relationships with love and fidelity, consoling the 

lonely, strengthening those who suffer, reaching out into the world to 

help those in need, surprising us, providing an alternative to dog eat 

dog and whoever dies with the most toys wins; rest from the constant 

orders to do better, be better, achieve more. Here is a place where we 
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speak of gift, of talent, of kindness, of mutual understanding. It is home 

for the kingdom of God. It is holy. 

 

All week the words of James Taneti, professor of mission at Union 

seminary, who spoke to us last Sunday have echoed through my 

thoughts. He spoke not of how God calls us, but how God summons us 

to God’s mission for the world. We are not about ourselves, James 

reminded us, we are about God’s mission, God’s love for the world. We 

are God’s people; both blessed and consecrated, summoned and set 

aside for God’s work in this wounded creation. 

 

God has summoned us to the stewardship of our lives; holding us to 

account in our relationship with God, with other, and the world we 

inhabit. God creates this world and all that is in it. All things are God’s 

and come from God, including every breath we take. Each of us has 

been given part of God’s world to nourish and to steward. God has 

placed us here to do God’s work for the healing of the world and 

provided each of us with what we need to do it. To bring to this place, 

God’s church, and to our whole lives the resources with which God has 

blessed us - resources of time, and talent, and, yes, money. 
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How you spend your time, use your gifts, share your treasure matters. 

It matters because these are the building blocks of the kingdom we 

seek. Mother Teresa of Calcutta said, “Let us more and more insist on 

raising funds of love, of kindness, of understanding, of peace. Money 

will come if we seek first the Kingdom of God - the rest will be given.” 

 

In these next days you will be invited to give from your funds of love, of 

kindness, of understanding, and of peace. To give thanks for all of this; 

for your life and the lives of all who come to this place seeking a larger 

world.  Every moment you give, every gift you use for the good of the 

world and every penny you offer is an act of thanksgiving, asking only 

that God continue to be present to us and to grace us with wisdom for 

the living of that life which is good. 

Amen. 

 

 

 


