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Genesis 9:8-17 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, 
and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with 
you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a 
flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and 
it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow 
is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”  

Psalm 25:1-9 

Ad te, Domine, levavi 

1 2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

Mark 1:9-15 



In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as 
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 
on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”  

 

Entering into the sorrows of this world 

Miserable people don't attract followers. Jesus a man of joy 

Loneliness 

Wanting to be important 

Wilderness 

Can’t hide from our humanity 

 
 
Now we’ve named everything the world can throw at us and everything we can throw at the world let’s 
think about what this is all about. Is it just like the church likes to be dismal or is there more to it than 
that? It’s certainly been a dismal work, a week of tragedy, of slaughter of the innocents in Florida. 17 
lives destroyed and 17 families’ lives shattered and an entire school of students condemned to live with 
that experience forever. And what does our world offer them – a grief counselor and words of regret. 
No better way, I think, of informing them of how little their lives really matter when stacked up against 
political interests. 

And so we sing, we cry out, we try to own what is happening around us, we feel lost, lonely, and 
overwhelmed at such horrific indifference and we open the book of the gospel today and read, “And the 
Spirit immediately drove him (Jesus) out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.” 

Jesus knows this experience. He has known it from the beginning. Here he was, living at a time of 
enormous cruelty – his own birth followed by Herod’s order to kill the innocent children of Bethlehem. 
Here was Jesus, living under the oppression of the iron hand of Rome, having grown up in a religious 
society divided in itself as to how to live the life of a righteous person, seeing the poor and sick on the 
backburner of both groups and watching the ferment of those who wanted a revolution to end it all. 
And everyone just waiting for the powerful leader of their imagination who would bring about all they 
desired, a wonder worker who would free them from Rome and bring in the reign of God. 

 

And Jesus has just been chosen to be that person, he has been baptized and filled with the spirit and 
now he finds himself out in that wilderness completely alone. 

 



I don’t know ho many of you have seen or experienced true wilderness. Wilderness in Israel is large and 
harsh and scorching hot by day and freezing at night. Wilderness doesn’t compromise and it can kill you. 
Now Jesus has to ask the question – who am I? and how shall I do what I am called to do? 

He is beset by all kinds of temptations. We sometimes forget how truly human he was. Brother Luke of 
the Society of St. John the Evangelist says, “Jesus had the full spectrum of emotion and experience. He 
was sad and had compassion for those who suffered. He wept with a broken heart including upon the 
death of his friend Lazarus. He got mad at injustice and hypocrisy (“you brood of vipers!”) and got 
frustrated at his disciples who were continually arguing and not getting his point. Jesus changed his way 
of thinking as with the surprising confrontation with a Syrophoenician woman. Jesus learned and 
developed. Jesus was human!” 

And he’s in the desert trying to decide what to do. As we know from other gospels he was tempted by 
human power. He was tempted to be important, to lead by grand gestures like feeding the needs of the 
people (and we are not talking necessarily about bread) or by spectacular deeds or military prowess. All 
of those things would have pleased the crowd. Confirmed him as a man of influence and power. 

And he recognized that all these things would distort and destroy what he understood to be the 
kingdom he envisioned in scripture and saw so ignored by his contemporaries. His temptations were all 
about giving people what they wanted, saying what they wanted to hear, and covering himself with the 
human trappings of power and influence. 

Somehow, in that pilgrimage in the wilderness, he found the strength and grace to choose a radically 
different path, a counter-intuitive choice. That choice would lead to a cross and a grave and he probably 
knew that he was choosing a path that could only lead to death. Jesus understood human power only 
too well. This would not be the first time nor the last when he would be tempted to follow the easier 
path. He knew himself to be human. The wilderness does not allow for cheating. 

He rejected monarchs and politics, military strength and wealth. He turned his back on institutions and 
conventions.  

And what was the path he chose? He chose to see through the eyes of God. 

Jesus chose to enter into the sorrows of this world. No more and no less. Jesus looked and looks upon 
our humanity and his own. In looking he opened his heart and it would change the world.  He came and 
comes alongside us in all our human struggle and pain. We cry out and he comes. He is with us and it is 
healing. We are not alone at last. 

His journey will be long and difficult but, in the end, it will defeat even death itself. It will prove to be the 
only path to the kingdom and we are invited to join him on that journey. We, like him, will try not to 
make up our minds in advance, but will look upon our fellow humanity with the eyes of the heart. We 
will look with the eyes of the heart at the children, families, and friends of our brothers and sisters in 
Florida and ask God to teach us what we need to know and do. We will weep with them, be 
brokenhearted with them and only then might we begin to glimpse the way forward. 

 

Lent is the opportunity to practice the Jesus way. Like Noah, we will trust the promises of God and know 
that God wills life for all whom God has made. Like the psalmist we will sing, “To you, O Lord, I lift up my 



soul; my God, I put my trust in you; let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.” And 
we will bring joy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


