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St. Paul’s: A Beacon 
FAQs 

 
“Giving of oneself financially unlocks a part of our hearts where God can do incredible work, both in us 
and through us. As part of our baptismal covenant, we believe we are called to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God. Fundraising is not a means to an end. Rather, fundraising as ministry is a radical act 
of reconciliation; a process that can both draw the giver closer to God and repair an unjust world.” 

-Project Resource 
 
What to consider as you determine your 2019 pledge: 
 
Each fall, every member of the congregation is asked to make a financial commitment to the 
ongoing ministries of St. Paul’s. Collectively, our pledged support provides about 33% of our 
annual budget. This year’s theme is St. Paul’s: A Beacon. Drawing from Matthew 5:14 and 16, 
“You are the light of the world…let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven,” we embrace our mission of “Proclaiming 
Christ in the heart of the City.” We remember that Christ’s light shines through us when we 
reflect the values of the Kingdom God through our ministries and relationships. The Annual 
Stewardship Campaign invites our light to shine through the sharing of our financial resources, 
which play an important role in supporting the life and mission of St. Paul’s. 
 
Some Questions & Answers 
 

1. What is a pledge? It is a thoughtful and reflective intention that documents each person and 
family’s financial commitment to support our remarkable ministries in the year ahead.  
 

2. Why not simply give as I can through the collection plate? Our pledges provide the Vestry with 
an estimate of expected income essential to the preparation of our annual budget and helps us 
respoonsibly plan for the coming year.   
 

3. Doesn’t St. Paul’s receive support from the Episcopal Diocese and our Endowment Fund? The 
church receives no financial support from the Diocese and to the contrary, we contribute a 
percentage of our resources to the Diocese to support its ministry with St. Paul’s and to the 
wider church. St. Paul’s has two endowments and the investment gain from these endowments 
contributes approximately 52% to our annual revenue and budgeting process. While the 
revenue from the endowments is a vital source of funding for all our ministries and programs, as 
you see at 52%, the endowments only fund just over half of our budget. Of the other 48%, 33% 
of church revenue is made up of individual pledges and gifts. More importantly the offering of 
pledges by members provides witness to our individual and collective commitment to God’s 
work in the world through St. Pauls’ mission and ministries. 
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4. How much should I pledge? The actual amount, of course, is entirely a personal decision and 

every gift is important, no matter what the size. Your decision should be grounded in your faith, 
love and commitment to God’s work through St. Paul’s. Your pledge requires reflection, prayer 
and priority. The Vestry has endorsed the Biblical tithe of 10% of one’s income and we urge 
everyone to aspire to reach that goal and to make St. Paul’s your primary philanthropic priority.  
 

5. Is my pledge confidential? Yes. Only our financial staff and one member of the parish know the 
actual amounts of individual pledges. Each year St. Paul’s publishes an alphabetical list of all who 
have pledged, with a provision for those who choose to remain anonymous. Included in our 
Annual Report, this list is intended to thank those who have pledged. 
 

6. How can I pay my pledge? There are several convenient ways to honor your pledge: 
a. Make regular payments by check using the envelopes provided to all who request them. 
b. Use your bank’s online bill paying system and set up regular weekly, monthly or other 

periodic payments directly to the church. 
c. Use the secure electronic payment option on St. Paul’s website, www.stpaulsrva.org. 
d. Use appreciated stocks or IRA payouts to pay your pledge. (If you are 70 ½ years of age, 

amounts paid from your IRA reduce the amount of your otherwise required minimum 
distribution and therefore your income for tax purposes).  
 

7. What if my situation changes and I cannot fulfill my pledge? We understand that life’s 
circumstances do change, often unexpectedly. A pledge is not a legally binding document, but 
an intention. In this case, please alert Aliesha at 545-5419 so that our records can be amended 
as needed. 
 

8. If you have more questions or want more information: Stewardship Co-Chair Jim White will be 
available each Sunday after worship to answer any questions parishoners may have about 
pledging this year, especially pertaining to finances of St. Pauls.  

 
You can also contact our Minister for Stewardship,  
Sarah Nolan at snolan@stpaulsrva.org or 804-643-3589 ext 5416 

 


