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October 1st, 2018 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It is with gratitude and joy, that St. Paul’s launches its 2019 Annual Stewardship Campaign. Over the 
past year, we have experienced many changes and transitions that have been both difficult and 
transformative. Throughout this season, our community engaged in significant reflection about who we 
are, imagined what is possible and have shown great resilience in continuing our mission of 
Proclaiming Christ in the Heart of the City. As stewards of a very tangible legacy through our historic 
worshipping space and a mission to learn and meet the physical and spiritual needs of our parishioners 
and neighbors, St. Paul’s continues to serve as a Beacon of Christ’s hope, love and healing to 
Richmond and beyond. 
 
Some (not all!) highlights from this year include:  
v Hosting our Presiding Bishop, The Most Rev. Michael Curry in a historic gathering for St. 

Paul’s and the City of Richmond; 
v Engaging and joy filled attendance at Sunday worship and weekly faith formation with regular 

youth participation; 
v Welcoming 30 new members and celebrating 6 baptisms; 
v Creating a place of quiet renewal for the downtown community with an offering of 235 daily 

Eucharist services; 
v Providing over 4,536 meals through our Thursday Emmaus Program; 
v Embarking on the restoration of our sanctuary and developing a beautiful, sacred and 

connecting temporary worshipping space. 
 
While we remember and celebrate all that we have faithfully accomplished at St. Paul’s this year, we 
also recognize that this is a pivotal time in our congregation’s life with the calling of a new Rector, and 
this year’s campaign invites each of us to discern and consider God’s call to continued faith, love and 
support of St. Paul’s mission and ministries during this transition. It is because of your dedication, 
financial stewardship and God’s faithfulness, that St. Paul’s continues to be a Beacon as we joyfully 
care for our church, each other, our local community and our planet. 
 
St. Paul’s is a vibrant community, in which we worship together and share in a variety of ministries in 
Christ’s name. We are fortunate that you, fellow congregants, readily demonstrate this care through 
time, talents and treasure throughout the year. Giving is a fundamental spiritual practice and essential 
to our life of faith here at St. Paul’s. As we dedicate ourselves to strengthening connections within our 
congregation and community, let us also discern and re-affirm our commitment to our financial well-
being. 
 
To meet the pledging goal for 2019, decrease our reliance on endowment income and further the 
ministry of St. Paul’s, we are dependent on everyone’s participation and ongoing support. As our 
congregation enters into this next season, your pledge, and even increased pledge, is essential, and will 
make a meaningful difference to the ministry. The included brochure, financial overview and FAQs 
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provide more information about how St. Paul’s stewards its financial resources, what our rationale is 
for the 2019 Campaign goal and how your support can help us reach that goal. We believe that a 5% 
average increase from current pledging members, increased participation from former pledgers 
and welcoming new pledgers is key to attaining our goal for 2019.  
 
As parishioners of St. Paul’s, we strive to work together to demonstrate through our actions that we 
joyfully proclaim Christ in the heart of Richmond. We now encourage you, as members of this 
community of faith, to give of the resources God has entrusted you with for the good of St. Paul’s and 
our wider community. With your pledge, you help ensure that St. Paul’s remains a mainstay of 
Christian life and worship, as a beacon in the heart of the city.  
  
Prayerfully yours, 
  

        
Jim White                                                   Suzanne Spooner-Munch 
 

 

 

 

 

 


